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of the Age. 


Decay of the politer Studies, and the Contempt 


Wut eſpecially the jargon of the Oivines, who alſo 
hamefully neglect the Study of the F ren 
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rare unable to ſolve them, or not candid enough 
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to acknowledge them. Such as deſerve another Cha- 
racter will not, I dare ſay, be angry with him for 
this publick Service. In proſecuting his Subject he 
produces the chief of thoſe diſſiculties, and ſhows a 
pyaſt fund of reading and obſervation even out of his 
own Province. But one known to Dr. Bentley (who 
will be allow'd by all Men of Letters, that ace not 
ais Enemies, to be a very competent Judge) has gi- 
ven the true Key of this Oration in the Anſwer to the 
''» Remarks made upon his Propoſals of printing a New 
Edition of the Greek Teſtament, pag. 36. I thank 

our dear Engliſh Caſuiſt (ſays the Doctor's Friend) 

' fo# quoting the Dutch Orator. Here's an Inſtance of 
© bis ſlupor and inſenſibility, beyond any of the famous 


tze Pleaſure ang 
N Z from Profeſſor 8 
by ties of the Or 


Tom Coryat. Mr. Burman's Oration, made laſt 


Tear, when he laid down his Office of Rector Mag- 
nificus, @ very five one in its way, is all writ in Lu- 

_  Cian's manner, a thorough Irony and Feer. He tell; 
' tbe Audience, that to make a compleat finiſh*d Divine, 
there's noneedof any Skill at all, either in Languages, 
or Hiſtory, or Eloquence, or Critic. Theſe four To- 


pics he agreeably purſues: and in the laſt of them, 
has that Paſſage which our Eſcobar has choſen for his 
Motto. The Dutch Orator e that all Men 
of common Senſe would read his Meaning backwards ; 
but he met with an Engliſh Cabbage-head, zhat takes 
him to be in good earneſt: as being indeed of that 0- 
pinion befure, and believing himſelf a profound The- 
ologue, without any of thoſe four ill Qualities. Who- 


ever he be, he's not the only Divine that has ſuch a 
fancy. But I ſhall no longer detain the Reader from 


knfruction, he may juſtly hope 
and leſt any of the Beaue 
41H hond be luit in my Tranſlation 

Reer are, however faithfully, the 
have join'd the Latin to- the 


enſe be render'd) I 


| Ergliſb, for the ſake of the Curious. 
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PETRI BURMANNI 


ORATIO 


HUMANITATIS STUDIA. 


Lo unumquemque ftudio duci & de- 


Wl lectari, inter omnies ſatis eouſtat ; ne 
que facile hominem invenias, qui non 
illa, quibus ſe excellere putat, om- 


elsa, pulchrum S beatum eſſe arbitretur. Neque 
+ doctam modo multitudinem, & illiteratos artifices 
caeco erga ſua opera amore auferri, ſed ipſos, qui 
ſuperbo ſapientiae & dodtrinae titulo ſe à vulgo 
ſegregant, hoc communi morbo ita adſectos eſſe vi 
demus, ut cum aliarum contemtioue ſuas ſemper 


diſciplinas —— & tamquan unicas filiolas 
ex0/- 


nium rerum prima, ſe vero, qui ea 
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ORATION 


AGAINST THE 
STUDIES OF HUMANITY. 


©®OTHING is more certain, than that eve- 
ry One is biaſſed by ſome particular In- 
clination and Study of his own : It being 
at the ſame time hardly poſſible to find a 
Man who does not fer the higheſt Value 
upon thoſe things in which he imagines 
bis chick Excellence lies, as well as applaud himſelf for his 
own Happineſs, in being ſo well accompliſhed. Nor is 
this conceited Partiality confin'd to the ignorant Vulgar and 
illiterate Mechanic only; but has ſpread it {elf like an epi- 
demical Niſtemper over all Ranks and Conditions of Men; 

ſince we cannot help obſerving that even thoſe who di iin 
euiſh themſelves from the common Herd, by Titles that 
denote their great Gravity and Learning, are fondly preju- 
diced in favour of their own particular Profeſſions, even 
to "IO n. and running dowyn of all others, Now it 
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exoſculentur. Si vero in canſſas inconcinnae & 
abſurdae oftentationis penitius introſpiciamus, pau- 


Jr certa perſuaſione de ſe & ſuis vera praedicare, 


Jed plarimos aliarum artium ignoratione peccare, 
altos cupiditate, ambitione aut avaritia abreptos, 
ſua commoda & rationes veritati praeferre, & pro 
ſolida laude vaniſſimae gloriolae umbram conſecta- 
ri, deprehendemus. Quotus enim quiſque reperi- 
tur, ſua laudans, aliena culpans, qui ita in om- 
nium rerum variam & multiplicem cognitionem, 

 ejuſqne interiores receſſus, penetravit, ut, finguliz 
inter ſe comparatis, verum unicuique pretium ſta- 
tuere, & uni prae alia admirabilem quamdam ex- 
cellentiam adſignare poſſit? Immo quotus quiſque 
uon plebeja potius trutina, quam aequa artificis 
ſtatera ita omnia propriae ſcientiae momenta exami- 
navit, ut ad illam, quam ſequitar, probandam & 
praeferendam, certo judicio & ratione impulſum ſe 
eſſe, aliis perſuadeat? An non maxima eruditorum 
portio, fi ſimpliciter & id quod res eſt eloqui vel. 
leut, inconſiderato ſe impetu, parentum 2 amico- 
rum auctoritates ſecutos, in illas ſe toto animo do- 
ctrinas dediſſe fateri cogerentur, quae vel ad in- 
gem illuſtrioris famam, vel ad honores capiendos, 
zel ad rem faciendam, accommodatiores aliis oſten- 
debantur? quibus deinde, cum ſerum eſt eas de- 
diſcere vel mutare, tam certis & deſtinatis ſenten- 
ziis ſe. addicunt & conſecrant, ut etiam Jactioſo 
Furore partes ſemel temere ſuſceptas defendant. Cum 
vero poſt levem ſaepe & exigut temports operam 
eas profiteri & exercere feſtinaverint, e re ſua eſſe 
duc unt venales proponere, & taberuam non utili- 
bus tautum & neceſſariis, ſed fallatibus && Fucoſis 
mercibus inſtruere, quas omuibus lenociniorum it- 
lecebris commendent. Quid? an non ipſos hos bo- 

| | ; ; nae 
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abſurd Behaviour, we ſhall find that few of theſe ground 


their Opinions upon a true Knowledge, either of them- 
{elves or their Studies; but that moſt of them are miſtaken 
for want of being acquainted with other Arts and Sciences. 
Others, hurried away with Ambition or Avarice, ſet up their 


own Meaſures and Intereſt in the room of Truth, and, in- 
ſtead of ſolid Applauſe, catch at the Shadow of the moſt 


empty Vain-glory. For ſhew me the Man among theſe, 


who cry up their own, and find ſuch fault with the Pro- 


feſſions of others, that has penetrated fo far into the deep 


Receſſes of general Learning, and compar'd every Particu- 


lar ſo exactly with each other, as to be able to ſtate the 


real Value of each, and to point out the wonderful Qua- 
lity in which one excels another. Nay, ſhew me the Man, 
who, in order to prove that his Choice is grounded upon 
Judgment and Reaſon, does not weigh the Merits of his 
own Science, rather by Scales which have been in uſe 
among the People, than by the exact Ballance of a true 
Artificer. 
have had a learned Education, if they would but ſpeak 
the Truth, be obliged to own, that generally by yield- 
ing an implicit Obedience to their Parents or Friends, 


they have given themſelves up to thoſe Profeſſions which 


were pointed out to them, for ſuch as would moſt eaſily 


acquire them the greateſt Reputation, Dignity, or For- 
tune : To which afterwards they fo firmly liſt themſelves, 
and rivet their Opinions when it is too late to alter- 


their Courſe or unlearn any thing ; that they will defend 
the Cauſe they have thus inconſiderately eſpouſed, with all 
the Party Rage that can be imagined. And when, with 
little Time and leſs Pains they have qualified themſelves to 


take upon them to exerciſe their Buſineſs, they next judge 


it will be for their Intereſt to expoſe it to ſale ; and ac- 


cordingly they furniſh their Shops, not with uſeful Com- 
modities, but with falſe and counterfeit, advertis'd and re- 


An with a parcel of ſmooth, inſinuating fuſtian 
| B 3 Ex- 


ORATI O N. 7 


we look a little cloſer into the Cauſes of this wrong, this 


Would not the greateſt Part of thoſe Who 
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O inconditis inſtitorum clamoribus reſonare audi- 
mus? & ex hujus cupiditatis fonte, tamquam rivulos, 
tot glorioſas orationes defluere videmus, quibus mer- 
catores graviorum, ut ajunt, diſciplinarum iucautos 
adoleſceutium animos invitant & adiectant, ut prae- 
teritis humiliorum artium ſellis, apud ſuas offici- 
nas diverſentar, & expoſitas ibi doctrinas ad uti- 
litatem & neceſſiratem nundinentar? Quis veſtram 
A. hoc ſacrariam inuiturus, at. publice verba fa- 
cientem Profeſſorem audiat, aliud animo ſuo prae- 


cipere ſolet, quam ut illi, de ſuae diſciplinae an- 


tiquitate, praeſtantia & praeter ceteras dignitate 


declamanti, defatigatas pervulgato ar gumento aures 


leviter, cum unins horulae jactura, fit commoda- 
turus? praeſertim cum in illas eruditionis copiae 
fint redactae anguſtias, ut raro alicujus ſcientiae 
Doctor regni & ſcholae ſuae fines & terminos 
egredi vel audeat, vel poſſit. Sed ue in ipſo ſta- 


tim orationis limine inſolentem & acerbam lauda- 


ili marum artium cenſuram exercere videar, am- 
bitioſae hujus oftentationis in primis Humanitatis 


& Elegantiarum Profeſſores reos agere non dubita- 
bo; meque ipſum, inter hs, qui populars blanditia 
& afſentatione diſcipulos undique corrogare, eorum- 

ue benevolentiam colligere nituntur, non ultimo 
loco eſſe collocaudum, fateri non erubeſcam. Non 
pudebit hodie prae me ferre, eum me aliquaudo 
faiſſe, qui meditato & exquiſito ſermone, L ingua- 
ram, Eloquentiae, & Hiſtoriarum laudes ampliſi- 


nae mentis mercatas, ad quos rerum imprudentet 
Juvenes magna contentione conflaere ſolent, confuſis 
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mulation that we behold ſo many glorious Orations roll 


Expreſſions. For don't we hear the very Markets of this 
Academy, ſtor d as they are with Learning and found Un- 
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derſtanding. and to which our raw Youth ſo contentiouſ- 
y crowd, ring again with the confus d inharmonious Cries 
of the Huckſters ? Is it not from the Fountain of this E- 


down like Rivulets as it were, by which the Retailers of 
the more ſerious Studies (as they are call'd) invite and in- 


* 1 


tice our heedleſs Youth to paſs over the Stalls of the infe [| 


riour Arts, and to ſtay : and equip themſelves at their Shops 
with the moſt uſeful and advantzg dus Profeſſions ? ? I ap- 
peal to you, Gentlemen Acadeſ rhether any of you 
upon coming into the Schools er a Profeſſor ſpeak in 
Public, ever propoſes to himſelf any thing more, than 
having bis Ears fatigu'd for near an Hour with a fulſom 
Harangue upon the Antiquity, Excellence, and Dignity of 
his Profeſſion 3 eſpecially ſince the Forces of Learning. 
have been ſo reduc'd, that there is ſcarce a Doctor in any 
Faculty, who has either the Courage or Ability to go be- 
yond the Bounds of that petty Kingdom, his own School? 
But that I may not be thought at the very firſt ſtep of | 
my Diſcourſe to uſe too much bitterneſs and freedom in | 
paſſing a Cenſure upon thoſe parts of Learning, which 
are held in the higheſt Veneration among us, I ſhall in 
the firſt place make no ſcruple of impeaching = Pro- 


feſſors of Humanity and Elegance, as guilty of this vain- N i 
glorious Oſtentation: and ſhall not bluſh to own, that I \ WAR I 
my ſelf have been one of thoſe notorious Offenders, ho Th 


make it their Buſineſs by all manner of popular Artifices 
and little Infinuations to ſcrape together as many Scholars 
as they can, and to court their good-liking and appro-- 


bation. I ſhall not be aſham'd- this moment to declare, 2 | 


that there was a Time when I was the Man who in pre- 9 
meditated ſet Speeches made it my endeavour to inlarge 
upon the Commendations of the Languages, of Elo- 
quence, and of Hiſtory, and to evince that it was ſome- 
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care, & magnum aliquid & praeclarum eſſe, Graece 
& Latine ſcire, dicendo efficere ſum conatus. Sed 
aliquot abhinc annis totus mihi diſplicere coepi, & 
conſilii a primis annis capti pervicacia, I iꝑſaè illae, 
quas olim juvenili dicendi licentia, & vincendi ma- 
gis quam veritatis ſtudio habui, orationes maturio- 
ri aetati incutiunt ruborem. Iraſcor mihi, quod à 
mei ordinis & ſtudii viris perſuaderi mihi ſim paſ- 
ſus, nihil ad omnia tempora utiliut, nibil ad vitam 
privatam & publicam elegantius, mhil ad lau- 
dem & famam praeſtabilius inveniri poſſe, quam 
mentem interioribas literis excaltam & perpolitam 
habere. Indignor dictatoria illa magiſtroram, quos 
ſequebar, praecepta feciſſe atque effeciſſe, ut illi 
togatorum ordint me adſcrivi ſuſtinuerim, qui ex 
primo, quem obtinere ſolebat, loco detruſus, vix in. 
fimum, quem precario poſſidet, hodie in Academiis 
tueri poteſt. Quotidie ſtomachari non deſiſto, eam me 
vitae meae legem dixiſſe, ut perpetuo inter Gramma- 
ticorum & Criticorum ſubſellia fit conſeneſcendum; 
neque auſum fuiſſe majora ſpirare, aut principibus 
inter eruditos viris aduumerari ambiviſſe. Cujus 
doloris & poenitentiae ut pleniſſimam hodie Vobis 
A. fidem faciam, non tralatitio circulatorum more, 
gui jam per omnes cathedras pervaſit, merces meas 
jactabo & excutiam; nec orationem conquiſito ex 
Rhetorum officints pigmento adſpergens, de litera- 
rum, quas profiteor, utilitate & praeſtantia inſolen- 
ter gloriabor; ſed vineta mea caedere, & aperto, 


fed atroci ſtilo, omnia Humanitatis ſtudia , quae 
ſua & docentium culpa merito jacent, confodere; 


eorumque non modo difficultatem, vilitatem & mi- 
| nime 
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thing truly Great and Noble, to underſtand Greek and 
Latin. But for ſome Years paſt I have been quite out of 
Humour with my {ſelf : And as well the Bigotry to that 
Opinion which I eſpous'd in the beginning of my Life, 
as thoſe very Orations, which, by a Liberty uſual with 
young Men, I made rather with a Deſign of gaining Pro- 
ſelytes, than advancing the Truth, fill my riper Years 
with Shame and Contuxon, I am vext to think that I 
ſuffer d my ſelf to be perſuaded by thoſe of my Profeſ- 
ton, that nothing was more uſeful at all Times, nothing 
more elegant in public and private Life, nothing more 
proper to eſtabliſh a handſome Character and Reputation 
in the World, than for one's Underſtanding to be well 
improv'd and thoroughly poliſht with a reaſonable Stock 
of Learning. TI repine that the dogmatical Precepts of 
thoſe Maſters whom I follow'd, prevail'd with me to liſt 
my ſelf in that Company, which from being the firſt in 


all Univerſities, is degraded to the very laſt Rank, and has 


at preſent but a precarious Title even to that. I reflect 
every day with Regret at having impos'd upon my {elf a 
fort of Life, which cannot, well be ſpent but in the Con- 
verſation of Critics and Grammarians ; and for wanting 
Courage to aſpire to greater matters, and not ſtriving to 
have enrolled my Name among the Chiefs of the learned 
World. Of which Sorrow and Repentance that I may 
give you the ſureſt Conviction, I will not, according to 
the pedling Method practis d in every Chair beſides, cry 
up and hold out my own Goods to you; nor, daubin 

of the Uſefulneſs and Excellency of that Part of Learn- 
ing which I profeſs; but I am determin'd ts turn In- 
former againſt my Self, and to point my Speech with 
a full and ſharp Thruſt at all thoſe Studies of Huma- 
nity, which, thro' their own Defects and thoſe that teach 


them, are ſo deſervedly neglected. At the fame time I 


ſhall ſhew not only the Difficulty in attaining = the 
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nime fructaoſam ſterilitatem, ſed Per in pri. 
mis contagionem, & periculoſam graviorum aiſci- 
plinarum cum illis ſocietatem oftendere decrevi. 
Quod fr dicendo conſequi, aut rationibus ullam hu- 
Jus propoſiti partem cordatis perſuadere nequi vero, 
redundet haec quoque infelicitas in futilium artium 
cultorem, qui, cum Eloquentiam profiteatur, ne id 
quidem, quod omnes fere ſequuntur & probant, e- 
vincere valuerit. Quamvis autem maxiime mihi 
laetaudum fit, apud illos agendas occaſionem obla- 
tam, qui non modo in eadem opinione verſautur, 
ſed illam omnibus, qui ſe ad eos adplicant, induere 
conantar, praecipua tamen me ſpes tenet, non plane 
Inefficacem apud vos, facillimi Adoleſcentes, Oratio- 
nem futuram. In praejudicatam illico vos ſenten. 
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- | tiam ituros confido, ubi N pe quam proch- 


af ve adſenſu confilia weſtra & parentum rationes 
"1 comprobare laborem. Ui redte S ordine vos fa- 

deere pronuntiem, fi dimiſſi 4 manu & ferula pae- 
dagogorum, barbatis ſenibus auſcultantes, haec ple- 
bejae caveae ſubſellia trauſcendatis, S ſaltu in or- 
cheſtram facko, noxias pietati, famae, eruditioni & 
arcae literas, quae humanitatis nomen mentiantur, 


= relinq uatis. Quo non 7708 zuo non adplauſu me 


diceuten proſequemini, ff oftenderin, . nemmemn ve 
firim ad aliguam nominis celebritatem aut fortuna- 


tes, ſive juſtitiae ſacerdotes, ſive ſalutis hamanac 
enſtodes, five ſapientiae magiſtros adſpirare poſſe, 
qui ſe noſtris ſtudiis inquinandum permiſerit. Ad 
quod probandum „nos auctoritates & exempla, 


guage in obvia & domeſtica copia cumulare eſſet 
pu- 


rum incrementum, 7 id inter cerimoniarum autiſti- 
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NATO. 11 
poorneſs and Unprofitableneſs of them, but more eſpeci- 
ally the ſad Tendency of them, to infect and indanger 


Studies of a graver Nature, if ever they ſhou'd be admit- 


ted into their Company. And if T ſkould- chance to fail 
in making out my Propoſition, or in giving convincing 
Reaſons for any part of it to the Ingenuous; then one 
more Misfortune would attend me as a Cultivator of theſe 
idle Sciences, ſince,” tho' I profeſs Eloquence, I could not 


evince and make out that Side of the Queſtion, which 


all the World allow and approve of. But now, tho* I 
have great Reaſon to rejoice, in being ſo happy as to 
plead this Matter before thoſe who have not only been 
ever of the fame Opinion themſelves, but do their beſt 


to inſtill it into all that are any ways attach'd to them; 


yet I have great Hopes that my Diſcourſe will not prove 
altogether ineffectual with You, the gentle well-natur'd 
Youth. I am confident that you will ſoon run into this 
preconceiv'd Opinion, when you ſee how ready I am to 
approve your Purſuits, and fall in with the Meaſures of 
your Parents. When I ſhall pronounce” your Conduct to 
be juſt and regular, if upon being diſmiſs d from the hea- 
vy Hands and Ferulas of tyrannizing Pædagogues, you 
take the Advice of the moſt venerable Folks, skip over 
| theſe mobbiſh Scats of the Pit; and leaping at once into 
the Stage-Boxes, leave behind you that Part of Learning, 
falſely intitled Humanity, as injurious to Piety, Reputa- 
tion, ſound Inſtruction and Intereſt. With What Favour 
and Applauſe will you not honour me, if T make it ap- 
pear that none of you who ſuffers himſelf to be polluted 
with our Studies, can ever aſpire to any pitch of Repu- 
tation or Fortune; either among the Commiſſioners of 
Rites and Ceremonies; the Miniſters of the Law, the 
Guardians of our Health, or the Maſters of Wiſdom. For 
the Proof of which, I will not ſearch for Precedents, 
which in ſo obvious and great a Plenty it would be nau- 
ſeous to enumerate, but lightly touching upon every 9 
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utidum, undique conquiram; ſed leviter per ſig. 


gulas diſcipliuas PT ee pepulari & pervul. 


Lata argumentatione Acroateris bujus adprobatio- 
nem captare ftudebo. z . 
Omnium, quotquot fiat, doctriuarum principen 
S reginam eſſe coeleſtium rerum meattationem, ne. 
mo, gui quotidianis ſermonibus celebrari audit, dif- 
fiteri ſuftinebit: Eamque jure ſuo primes honores 
occupaſſe, & reliquas, ut 66A. of Go comt- 
tes, ex alto deſpicere, neque earum ope & adju- 
mento indigere, niſi cum placxerit anculas in par- 
tem vilioris operae & laboris vocare, in controver- 
ſiam wocari nequit. Faſtidioſa in primis domina 
cavere ſtudet, ne temere in ejus adyta & ſacraria 
irrumpatur, neque initiandi ſpem facit, wift iUlts, qui 
mentem purgatam, & ſublimioris ſcientiae capacein 
ad ſacra ſua attulerint, non terrena faece 7 
non humanis ſordibus contaminatam. Duo vero 
dominatricis diſciplinae principia & fundamenta, 
quibus tota nititar, a ſacrorum myſtis prodita eſſe 
accepimus ; divinam primum auctoritatem, libris 
& tabulis, ab ultima antiquitate tranſiniſſis, con. 
fignatam : ſummam deinde in divinae mentis & 
929 — ee concordiam & conſpiratio- 
nem, uon quidem omnium, ſed pietate & doctrina 
illuſtrium virorum, qui in unum conducti, poſt di- 
ligenter exiſtimatam & omnibus momentis ſuis pon- 
deratam Dei legem, certam & defimitam publicae 
perſuaſioni prodiderunt regulam, ad quam omnia 
judicia dirigantur, qua vera & falſa dijuaicentar 
ultra quam citraque conſiſtere uulli liceat; aut ſe- 
mel decreta — ere vel convellere permittatur. 
Ad haec duo facillima & expedita doctrinae capita 
qui ſtudia & lucubrationes exegerit, aumeris _—_ 
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of Learning, I will endeavour by the moſt popular com- | 
mon way of arguing, to gain the Approbation of this | 
Audience, There is no body, who conſiders the Ni i 


Honour that is daily paid to it, but muſt own that the 
Study of Divinity is Queen and Sovereign of the ſeve- 
ral kinds of Learning: Nor is there any Diſpute but _ 0 
that ſhe has a Right to take Place of all the reſt, and to | | 141 
look down upon them from her lofty Throne as her Maids 38 
and Attendants; but without having the leaſt Occaſien 08 
for any Aſſiſtance from them, unleſs ſhe pleaſes to honour i 
the poor Wenches with ſome little Part of her Drudgery i 
or meaneſt Work, The firſt Thing that this nice Lady 4 
guards cautiouſly againſt, is, that no bold Intruder rafhly 
preſume to enter her private Apartments, her ſacred With- 
drawing-Rooms ; nor can any hope to be admitted to an 
Audience of her, but thoſe that bring a Mind thoroughly 
cleans d and proper to be the Receptacle of {o ſublime a Sci- 
ence, unpolluted with earthly Dregs, undefil'd: with the fordid 
Rags of Humanity. But we have been .infornt'd by the 
Stewards of her Houſhold, that there are two principal 
or fundamental Points upon which this deſpotic Profeſſion 
intirely depends. Firſt, A Commiſſion or Authority. from 
God, ſign'd and ſeaPd in Books and Writings tranſmitted 
down from the moſt ancient Antiquity ; Secondly, The 
great Harmony and Agreement there has been in the Inter- 
pretation of the Divine Will and Doctrine: and that not 
by every Body, but by ſome particular Men famous for 
their Piety and Learning; who laying their Heads toge- 
ther, and very ſcrupulouſly weighing and conſidering this 
Law of God, did from thence conſtitute a certain and | 
determinate Rule for the modelling of every Man's Per- 
lualion, which is ſo to direct all Opinions and diſtinguiſh 
betwixt Truth and Falſhood, that there can be no ſure | KK 
footing for thoſe that tread beyond or ſnort of this Line, WK 
and that no one has Liberty to alter or aboliſh what has ' YM 
been thus once decreed, He that finiſhes his Lucubrations 
C ac- 
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bus abſolutus divinae ſapientiae interpres habetur. 
Artes vero, quae ad humanitatem pertinent, licet 
variae doctrinae oſtentatores in infiuita membra con- 
cidere ſoleant, uo tamen hodie ad quatuor ſpecies 
revocabimus, Grammaticae primum & Jermonis 
antiqui cugnitionem, temporis deinde prioris & Hi- 
ſtoriarum ſcientiam, tum Eloquentiae exercitatio- 
nem, Criticam poſtremo de omuium operibus diju- 
dicationem, Quae ſingula & univerſa, non dico 
pernoſcendi, ſed delibandi etiam, humanae indu- 
ſtriae ſpem eſſe deſperatiſſimam omnes uno ore con- 


fitentur, & fi jam ea eſſet ingenii vis & laboris 


vehementia, ut per eas procedere quis poſſet, mi- 
nime tamen frugiferam eſſe, quae illis inſumitur, 
operam, ant aliquid inde praeſidii aut ornamenti 
ſacris ſtudiis accedere ; ſed diſciplinae a Deo pro- 
ditae, & concordibus ſuffragits comprobatae aucto- 
ritatem praecipue inde convelli S& , nunc 
erit oſteudendum. 

Trium vero, ut made incipiam, gentium, He- 
braeae, Graecae & Latinae ab eruditis linguae ce- 
lebrari ſoleut, quarum ſiugularum cognitio non mo- 
do difficilis & laborioſa, ſed ab omni perdiſcendi 
ſpe depoſita & deſtituta. Si quis enim ad Eraeci 
vel Romani ſermonis intelligentiam ita unice in- 
cumbere vellet, ut eam plane adſequatur, vita eum 
prius, quam labor & materia deficeret. Ridenda 


enim potins, quam confutanda eorum eſt gloriatio, 


gui tam ſcite, tam eleganter ſe utraque lingua 
ſeribere & loqui paſſe jactant, ut fi in antiqua 
zempora redeundi, & Athenis vel Romae illis ver- 

N 


celebr 
Know 
and . 
utter! 
apply 
with 
would 
his Ta 
laught 
write 
Langu 
Times 


e 17 
according to theſe two eaſy conciſe Points of Learning, is 
accounted to all intents and purpoſes a moſt abſolute com- 
pleat Interpreter of rhe Divine Wiſdom. Now as for the 
Arts which belong to the Study of Humanity, though by 
thoſe who value themfelves upon ſhewing their Learning, 
they are ſlic'd out into an Infinity of Parts, yet I ſhall at 
preſent reduce them to theſe four Heads: Firſt, a Know- 
ledge of Grammar and the ancient Languages; next, Ac- 
quaintance with Hiſtory and the Tranſactions of former 
Times; then, the Practice of Eloquence; and laſtly. a 
Judgment truly Critical to examine the Works of every 
Author, All and every one of which, by the Confeſſion of 
all Men, Human Induſtry muſt for ever deſpair, I do not 

iy of knowing thoroughly, but even of taſting ſuperfi- 
cially: and if one really had that Quickneſs of Parts and 
Strength of Application, as to be able to go thro' them 
all, I ſhall immediately make it appear, that the pains 
taken in them would not be of the leaft advantage to us, 
or bring any Light and Aſſiſtance to the Study of the Ho- 


ly Scriptures; but that the Authority of this Diſcipline, 


which has been handed down to us from God himſelf, 
and moreover confirm'd by ſuch unanimous Suffrages, 
would be very much ſhaken and impair'd by it. 

I ſhall begin firſt with the Conſideration of thoſe three 
celebrated Tongues the Hebrew, Greet and Latin; the 
Knowledge of every one of which is not only difficult 
and laborious to come at, but the thorough ' Attainment 
utterly to be deſpair'd of. For if any one ſhould wholly 
apply himſelf to learn the Greek and Roman Languages 
with intent to become a perfect Maſter of them, he 
would much ſooner arrive at the end of his Life than of 
his Task. For the vain Boaſting of thoſe deſerves to be 
laught at rather than confuted, who pretend they can 
write and diſcourſe ſo properly and elegantly in both theſe 
Languages, that if it were poſſible to go back to the 
Times of Antiquity, and that they might have an Oppor- 
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ba facieudi facultas daretur, non minores ſe De- tu 
ꝛqſtheue wel Cicerone planſus relataros eſſe confi- 
daut. Modeſtius & werins de hodiernis conatibus 
illi exiſtimare videntur, qui eloquentiſſimos hodie, 
Y nitore orationis praeter ceteros inſignes, tam 
barbaros, tam inelegantes prae autiquis eſſe cenſent, 
at, cum vix milleſimam earum linguarum partem 
ſiut adſecuti, neque vernaculam dicendi urbauita- 
tem, neque veram pronuntiandi rationem pernoſ- 
cant, digui forent, ſi in Areopago, vel pro Kuſtris 
e, aperire audereut, qui mulierum & puerorum 
ſibilis exploderentur. Quae cum earuin, quae uon- 
dum plane conticeſcunt, & quae tam eæpreſſa ſui 
de ſtigia reliqgueruut, linguarum fit conditio, quis 
tam tmprobus, ut umquam Iſraèliticae, plane emor- 
Zaac, & quae praeter uuicum veteris ſermons mo- 
uumentum nibil nobis tranſmiſit, caguitionem ſe 
adſecutirum ſperet ? ſtultus ergo & inaui, ſuicun: 
5 Hue Hits lingais, ultra prima elementa, a ſacrae 
. Aoctrinae ſtudigſis labor impeuditur, qui uumquan 
1 ad metam attingere, ant attendeutibus operae pre- 
1 tium perſalvene poſſit. Sed demus eo veſauiae ali. 
4 uem progreſſum, ut omnes adoleſcentiae annos in 
| fl onga linguarum commentatione perdere voluerit, 
3 quid deinde, ubi ad divinae doctrinae meditationem 
© acceſſerit, ornamenti, aut ſuſſidii adferre potert, 
4 niſi tenuem, & ſplendidam magis quam utilem ap- 
1 paratum, & 2 zullo uegatio aliunde mutuart 
1 Fotuiſſer ? Architedos mihi & fabros reſpicite, qu 
1 ſtupeudis operibus & ſubſtructiouibus in admiratib- 
14 nem ingenii & ſollertiae ſpectatores rapiunt, an bi 
i guaque tyrociuii, velociter labentis, annos inter e- 
rum, qui ſervili opera ferramenta & fabrilia in- 
ſtramenta fabricautur, fellas iuutiliter couſumunt [ 
Immo vero recta potius ſe ad aedificandi & archi- 
tect᷑ andi diſciplinam adplicant, quam cum percepe- 
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tunity of ſpeaking at Athens or Rome, they are confident 
they ſhould acquit themſelves with as much Applauſe as 
Demoſthenes or Cicero. Thoſe People feem to judge of 
our modern Eſſays with more Truth and Modeſty, who 
are of Opinion that the moſt eloquent of our times, and 
they who ſhine moſt in the Beauty of their Orations, are 
in compariſon of the Ancients ſo barbarous and inelegant, 
that having never attain'd to the thouſandth parth of thoſe 
Languages, nor underſtanding;:.;' the faſhionable Mode of 
Expreſſion, nor the true way of pronouncing, if they 
ſhould dare to open their Mouths at the Areopagus or the 
Roftra, they would deſerve to be hiſs'd by the Women and 
Children. Which being the caſe of thoſe Languages that 
have not as it were quite done ſpeaking, and have left be- 
hind them ſuch plain and diſtin&t Traces of themſelves, 
who can be ſo wicked as ever to hope for attaining the 
Knowledge of the 1/raeliriſh, which is quite dead; there 
being. but one Monument of that ancient Tongue tranſ- 
mitted down to our Times. Therefore all Pains beſtow'd 
upon theſe Languages by Students in Divinity, more than 
Juſt knowing the Characters of them, are fooliſh and 
vain, for they can never anſwer the End propos'd, nor 
make it worth their while. But granting ſome one 
ſhould be ſo mad as to deſire to throw away the Prime of 
his Life in a long Study of the Languages, when after- 
wards he comes to apply himſelf to Divinity, what Orna- 
ment or Support can he bring to it from them, but a 
poor thin Dreſs, more ſhewiſh than ſubſtantial, and 
ſuch: as he might have borrow'd ſomewhere elſe with- 
out any Trouble? Conſider your Architects and Maſter- 
workmen, . who create Admiration in thoſe that behold 
their ſtupendous Works and Buildings; do they waſte 
the ſhort time of their Apprenticeſhips in needleſs Atten- 
dance at the Shops of thoſe, whoſe ſervile Employment 
is to make Iron Tools of all ſorts, fit for a Workman's 
Uſe? No: they rather apply themſelves out of hand to the 

* Stu- 
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rant, ex viliorum opificum tabernis neceſſariam arti 
Juae ſupellectilem comportant. Imitemiui, divinae 
Sapientiae candidati, fabricatorum prudentiam, & 
zemporis, rei pretiaſiſimae, jacturam metuentes, 
adventitiis & commodatis ex aerumnoſa Gramma- 
ticorum officina copiis wires domeſticas firmate, 
Nec Panico terrore trepidantes dubitate, ubi, peri- 
culo in liters & linguis facto, in ſacrum ordinem 
cooptandi eritis, quin atis ſerentes priſe: ſermonis, 
ſatis literati, graviſſimis patrum conſeſſibus exiſti- 
memini, ft 'poſt aliquot hebdomadarum meditatio- 
nem, adjumento Lexicorum & Grammaticorun, 
miuutiſſimam ſacri portionem legere & explicare 
vo, poſſe oſtenderitis. Hoc vero enavigato freto, 
hanc prae ter vectis Charybdim navem ſubducere, 
& tamquam in tutiſſimo portu, apud lixas & calo- 
nes vernaculos diverſari licebit, qui immenſæ & 
redundanti praeconum turbae uberrima quotidianae 
loquacitatis pabula, & pereunem conctonandi mate- 
riam fi ubmmiſtrabunt. Nec inutilem modo, ſed 
1 woxtam iu primis eſſe ſanctifi mae religioni elabo- 
| Tuatam nimis linguar um peritiam, inter myſtas eſt 
5 exploratum. Quid enim non audet, quid non com- 
i mittis profane Grammaticorum manus * Syllabas, 
T5 verba, didtiones, univerſum Orationis ambitum, in 
1 omnes partes verſare, nulli interpretationi, conſti- 
3 2 zutae licet & comprobatae, acquieſcere, jactare alie- 
num ſtuporem, ſuam perſpicacitatem, qua ſe plus 
videre autiquis, & novam verborum vim primo. 
eruiſſe gloriantur, pervulgata Paedagogorum eft 
conſuetudo. In Hebraico codice, unico dubiae & 
in- 
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Studies of Building and Architecture, which as ſoon as 
they underſtand, they furniſn themſelves from the Shops 
of thoſe mean Artificers with Inſtruments proper for their 


Buſineſs, Ye Competitors for Divine Wiſdom, jmitate 
the Diſcretion of Builders, and for fear of loſing your pre- 


cious Time, ſtrengthen your own Houſhold Troops with 


Forces and Ammunition ready furniſhed, by the laborious 
Shop of the Grammarians. And after having made a little 
Eſſay in Learning and the Languages, don't be terrified 
with a fooliſh Panic about your being admitted into Or- 
ders; for doubt not but the venerable Board of your Exa- 
miners will think you ſufficiently learned and knowing in 
the ancient Tongues, if after a few Weeks Preparation by 
the aſſiſtance of Lexicons and Grammars, you can ſhew 
your ſelves able to read and conſtrue a Verſe or two of 
| Scripture, Now when once you have ſhot this Gulf, and 
eſcap d this dreadful Charybdis, you may anchor your Veſ- 
ſel in a ſafe Harbour; you have only then your Story to 
tell in your Mother Tongue to old Women and Appren- 
tices; who will conſtantly ſupply the growing Stock of 
the Clergy with ſufficient Matter for ſermonizing, and be 
an everlaſting Audience for Preachers to exerciſe their Lungs 
upon. For the Gentlemen of that Function have found, 

that a very elaborate Skill in Languages is not only uſeleſs, 
but very prejudicial to our moſt Holy Religion. For what 
is it that the profane Tribe of Grammarians durſt not un- 
dertake? What is it that they don't actually do? It is a 
common Thing with theſe pedantic Fellows, to weigh 
and turn every Syllable, Word, Sentence, and even the 
whole Scope of a Diſcourſe; refuſing to acquieſce in any 
particular Interpretation, tho ever ſo approv'd and eſta- 
bliſh'd; crying out upon the Stupidity of others, and boaſt- 

Ing of their own Penetration, by which they pretend to 

ſee ſo much better than the Ancients, and to have been 

the Firſt in Diſcovering a new Signification of Words, 

They poſitively inſiſt upon it, that: in the Hebrew "oo 
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incertae linguae monumento, plarima eſſe ſine ex- 
emplo vocabula; hominam, animalium, herbarum, 
utenſilium, & neſcio quarum rerum appellationes 
obſcuriſſimas, & nemini perſpectas; nullum etiam 
inter ea, quorum ratio certior eſſe creditur, ver- 
bum eſſe aut locutionem, quae non probabili diſpu- 
tatione diverſum quid ſignificare poſſit, acriter con- 
teudunt. Omnes ad hujus ſepultae & obliterataz 
linguae intelligentiam aditus ita eſſe obſirudtvs & 
impeditos, ut ipſi illi, qui Eſra & primariis Syna- 
gogae autiſtitibus plus 1 videntur, iuterpretes, 
in Iſraclitarum monumentis prae tenebris & cali- 
gine tactu potius quam ſenſu obverſentur. Nihil 
ergo proderit ingenii ad coeleſtia evolantis vires pu- 
erili & inani occupatioue deprimere, quae licet ad- 
fidua & vehemens, numquam ad confeſſam & a- 
pertam verborum obſcariorum & ſententiarum ex- 
planationem ſtudioſum perducet. Clamet ergo, & 
coutendat impia fere & ſauctae linguae 1H111ca 
Grammaticorum caterva, eadem via in tabulis di- 
winis, & vatum voluminibus interpretandis eſſe 
iucedendum, per quam in Homeri aut Virgilii ver- 
bis exponendis Grammatici diſcipulos ſuos producere 
coꝝſueverunt: & municam verum, & qui ſcripto- 
rum mentibas fait obverſatus, ſenſum eruendi ſu- 


pereſſe rationem, quae ex vera origine & vi verbo- 
rum, linguae olim vigentis ingenio, & uſitata lo- 


uendi conſuetudine initur 5 omnia illa ſubſidia in 
ujus linguae meditatioue deeſſe nemo infitiari po- 
zeſt. Aliam igitur & lounge uberiorem, ſimulſue 


facillimam, divinae mentis explanationem. aperi- 


ant & oſtendaut ſacerdotum ſcholae, quae non ex 
Grammwaticorum obſcaris & controverſis legibus, 
fed ex comparatione receptae perſuaſionis, & per- 
__ oraculorum proportioue, Dei & ſacratorum 
voluminum meniem declarabunt. Iguoraſſe felict- 
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tan Language, there are very many Words but once us'd; 
which are made to ſignify the Names of Men, Animals, 
Herbs, Utenſils, and what not, tho' we are all in the dark, 
and utterly ignorant of the true Meaning ; and that there 
is not one Word or Expreſſion among thoſe which we 
pretend to know better, which might not by a very al- 
lowable Criticiſm be made to ſignify quite a different 
Thing from what it js ſuppos'd to do at preſent. They 


contend that all the Avenues to the Knowledge of this obli- 


terated buried Language, are fo embarraſs'd and choak'd 
up, that thoſe very Interpreters who ſeem to know more 
of the Matter than Ea, and the Elders of the Synagogue, 
may be ſaid rather to grope their Way than ſee it among 
theſe Monumeuts of the 1/raelires; ſo thick is the Dar kneis 
that is round about them. It can never therefore be of 
Advantage to a Genius turn'd for Divinity to clog its afpi- 
ring Vigour with fo empty and childiſh an Employment; 


which, be it ever ſo earneſt and diligent, will never bring 


the Per ſon that ſtudies it to an allow'd and known Explana- 
tion of the more obſcure Words and Sentences. Let then 
the wicked and unſanctified Crew of Grammarians ery 
out and contend as long as they pleaſe, that the ſame 
way ought to be follow'd in interpreting Seripture, as in 
expounding Homer and Virgil; and that the only Method 
of coming at the true Senſe of an Author is to underſtand 
his Language in the full force it bore at the time of his 
Writing, and the manner of ſpeaking then us'd ; now e- 
very body .muſt own that ſuch Helps are not to be had in 
learning this Tongue. But the Divinity-Schools may open and 
diſcover to you a much fuller and eaſier way of explaining 
the Divine Will; which will declare the Meaning of God 
and the Holy Scriptures, not by the obſcure and contro- 
verted Rules of the Grammarians, but from comparing it 
with the Church eſtabliſh'd, and from the very exact cor- 


reſpondence of the Sacred Oracles themſelves. They mw 
te 


which is the only remaining Relique of that doubtful uncer- 


— ERIN 
= : 


4 — 9 ** 


| 


— 
8 PRO" 
Wy 7 
— Soo —ů ů ů ———ꝛů— 2 


£9 Rates 9 oo by 


— <P 
—_ 


b - . - We with wel 4 + X 4 $4 Wn, > adit * 
— < - 
— — 4 x 2 II * _ — - * 
:, n * 
- 2 Ann * — — 
a 2 Hogs IR > 


pa Ju * - Tae 4.4 A 
4 =_ 4 PL vw — « — bs 
REY - 
N — — —— — — — Wy 
> . - N . S - [£24 Do ae 3 Xx 
— — 4 2 > — — a» — 4 
_ * 


* 2 
— — ————ů— — — = 1 —— SA — . 
5 ER 2 r Ja "EE ITT 2 . 2 ZI ET BT; 
— : * : Sv WEE; — 
9 — ont >> + p r 
* 2 2 e 2 > by N n 
* 1 — - 5 — K = p 
4 A y 3 8 on ot 9 —— Fe en _ 
1 ; : mn A: - Ov by 
. 4 — - 


— 


— — * 
— N * 1 
* ” _ 


. 


ter Hebraeorum linguam prima Eccleſiae florentiſ. 


ſimae ſecula, quibus ſine ejus ope doctrinae certae 
dogmata fuere conflituta, & repetitis Conciliis ca- 


pita comprobatae religionts formulis numquam te- 


merandis conſignata. Nec magis inſtructos ab [ſ- 
raelitaram ſermone fuiſſe Latinae Eccleſiae anti- 
ſtites, eoſque nullo, aut exiguo cum Graecae lin- 
guae uſu, acerrimos veritatis propugnatores exſli- 
tiſſe, & ſubſidio verſae in vernaculum ſermonem 
ſeripturae, diverſa ſentientes feliciſſime refutaſſe. 
Majus quoque & ardentius plebi & mulierculis 
iufectum fuiſſe pietatis ſtudium, cum neglecta ſte- 
rili & ficca verborum & ſententiarum inter preta- 
tione, communes & pervulgatae veritates ex qui- 
buſcumque divini codicis verbis confirmarentur. 
Videatur hoc prodigio ſimile omnibus, qui his my- 
ſteriis non ſunt initiati; verum tamen exitn & re- 
bus deprehenditur, Academicae juventutis & ple- 
bis dodtores, ſine exquiſita linguarum intelligentia, 
expeditins & promiius tenebricoſas ſacrorum ora- 


culorum obſcuritates & aenigmata enodare, & ad 


cauſſam ſuam trahere, quam qui omnem in excuti- 
endis & verſandis antiqui ſermonis reliqulis aeta- 
tem contriverunt. Sudent, laborent, 5 
ungues rodant, & caput ſcabant Erammaticorum 
e ſeriptis, quae ex antiquitate ſuperſunt, 
ts exits S ambiguis impalleſcant & inſeneſcant, 
Vobis, divinorum reſpouſoram interpretes, nec mods 
deterauis, ſed qui vix prima elementa didicerunt, 
tironibus, benignitatem numinis ſentire datur, & 
gratias immortales agere licet, quod tam ubere, 
tam redundantes ſcriptis vatum ſuorum infuderit 
ſenſus, ut its in omnes partes verſatis, quidvis inde 
effici poſſit. Tentet modo Grammaticus novum & 
ante non intellectam loci alicujus controverſy & 
ve ati interpretationem, illico ut profana, S i 
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tell you that the firſt Ages in which the Church flouriſh'd | Wit 4 
were happily ignorant of the Hebrew Tongue; and with- l 
out the leaſt Aſſiſtance from that, had the Senſe of the | WH if 
true Doctrine ſẽttled for them, and the Fundamentals of rib 1 
the receiv'd Religion eſtabliſh'd and authoriz d by Councils 1 
and Articles, never to be infring d. That the Fathers of 1 
the Latin Church, beſides their want of Hebrew, with little n 
or no knowledge of the Greek, became ſtout Champions 1 
for the Truth, and by the help of the Scripture tranſlated ö ; Th 
into their Mother Tongue, happily confuted thoſe that diſ- 11 
ſented from them. And that the Women and common C21] | 
people were more zealouſly and piouſly diſpos'd, when, We 4 
inſtead of a dry and barren Diſſertation upon Words and 14.28; Wh 


| 
Sentences, the moſt common and ordinary Truths were . 
| prov'd from almoſt any part of Scripture. This may be 164 
thought very ſtrange by all thoſe who have not been ini- . 
tiated into theſe Myſteries: but the Event fully ſnewys that 
they, whoſe buſineſs it is to inſtruct our Academical 
Youth and teach the People, will unravel the obſcure and 
knotty Points of the Sacred Writings, and make them 
ſerve their purpoſe more expeditiouſly and readily, than 
they who have ſpent all their Days in fifting and examin- 
ing the remains of ancient Languages. Let the Chiefs a- 
mong the Grammarians ſweat, toil, and fatigue them- 
ſelves, bite their Nails, and ſcratch their Heads, wax old 
and wan over the perplext and ambiguous Writings of An- 
tiquity; To you, the Interpreters of the Divine Oracles, 
not only the old Veterans of you, but the young Tiro's 
who have ſcarce learnt their firſt Rudiments, it is granted 
to feel the Benignity of the Deity, and to render him eter- 
na Thanks, for having infus d into you ſuch an abundant 
underſtanding of the Writings of his Prophets, as to be 
ade to turn and twiſt them all manner of ways, and 
make them ſpeak what Senſe you pleaſe. Let but a Gram- 
marian attempt a new Interpretation. of any Place, tho' e- 
is ſo controyerted and perplex'd, he is immediately 
| threatned 
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ligioſo. dirae & exſetrationes intentantir. Voz 


vero, ſapienti ſſimi Epoptae, multiplices & diverſas 


ad minatiſſimas ſacrati voluminis partes, & ver- 
ſus conjecturas, quamvis ad regulas puerilis artis 
uon ſiut exactae, neque forte etiam ſcriptoris ani- 
mo reſpoudeant, ſi modo conſtitutae non adverſentur 
1 cumulare fraudi eſſe nequit. O ine x bau- 


ſtum & * exareſcentem iuterpretandi fone 


tem & ſcatebram quae ad ſiuem rerum conjecto- 


rum ora irrigabit, d induſtri am praec AA u felicif- 


ſimo proceſſionis augmento acuet & excitabit, Fe- 
ceſſat ergo omne ſermonis priſci ſtudium, & cum 


tanta diligentia & religione in domeſticas diving 


oracula trauſieriut linguas, ad eas addiſcendas, or- 
nandas, & augendas, tota mente incumbite, coele- 
ſtis ſapieutiae candidati, & earum miniſterio in 
vouae ſemper admirandae doctriuae theſauros vs 
inſinuate; ita temporis, ita laboris, ita impenſarum 
ingeus compendiam facietis. 

Sed quid diutius exilis & moleſta de wocabnls 
b dictionibus nos contentio moretar * ad res potius 
&' facta adgrediamur, & quam difficile, quam 
inutile, quam calamitoſum fundo divino fit hiſto- 
riarum ſtadium, quod per veteris aevi me morias 
& omnium Populorum annales pervagetar, videa- 
1 

Quicumque ex vero, non venditandae merci 
gratia, de Hiſtoriarum ſcientia diſputare mſtituct, 
Certis quibuſdam praeceptis viam futurae doctrinae 
praemunire debet. Nihil ſcilicet fide hiftorica eſſe 


 Fallacins, mibil in rebus humanis incertius fateri 


non erubeſcat. Praemoneat nullam nobis, cujuſ- 
cumque 


threatned with Anathemas and Curſes, as the moſt profane 
irreligious Wretch : But to you, ye wile Inſpectors of the 
Sacred Myſteries, it can never be imputed as fraudulent 
to ſtart a thouſand different Conjectures upon one little 
Text of Scripture; no matter whether they are form'd ac- 
cording to the childiſh Rules of Criticiſm, or correſpond 
with the Author's Meaning, provided they don't make a- 
gainſt the Religion by Law eſtabliſh'd, O this charming 
Fountain of Interpretation, ever flowing and never dry! 
which will moiſten the Mouths of Conjecturers to the 
End of the World, and whet and ſharpen the Induſtry of 
Preachers, by ſo happily promoting their Buſineſs. Away 
then with all concern and regard for the ancient Languages; 
and ſince the Divine Oracles have been ſo diligently and 
religiouſly tranſlated into your own Tongues, apply your 
ſelves with all your might, you that are Candidates for this 
Heavenly Wiſdom, to the learning, embelliſhing, and im- 
proving of theſe, and by their aſſiſtance work your Way 
into the Treaſures of this always new and admirable 
Learning. Thus you will finda vaſt Return for the Time, 
Trouble, and Expence, that you have beſtow'd upon it. 
But why ſhould we any longer dwell upon this little 
trifling particular of Words and Phraſes? let us rather come 


to downright Matter of Fact, and ſce how difficult, how 


uleleſs, how deſtructive to the Intereſt of Religion, the 
ſtudy of Hiſtory is; in that it makes Incurſions into the 
Memoirs of Antiquity, and forages upon the Annals of e- 

very Nation, 3 
Whoever would make a Diſſertation upon the Know- 
ledge of Hiſtory with regard to Truth, and not for any 
mercenary End, ought to eſtabliſh a Method of what 
he intends to teach by ſome fix'd Rules. For Example, 
he ſhou'd make no ſcruple of acknowledging that no- 
thing is leſs to be depended upon than Hiſtorical Cre- 
dit, nothing in the World more uncertain. He ſhould 
lay it down as a neceſſary Caution beforehand, that we 
D b have 
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26 O 
cumque ſeculi vel gents, ſupereſſe ſcriptorem, cu- 
jus memoria non fuerit infirma, ingenium minime 
omnium doctrinarum capax, prudentia rerum civi- 
lium parum conſunmata. Quoſdam amore Patriae, 


aut ſacrorum à majoribus traditorum veneratione, 


ablatos, nonnullos factionum ſtudiis, aut credulitate 
a vero dedudtos, Multos famae & nominis cupidi- 
tate mirabilia magis, quam vera condidiſſe. Illos 
mercede conductos, hos animi & voluptati: cauſſa 
ſplendide mentitos; non Paucos regiae Majeſtatis 


turpiſſimos aſſentatores, Principum facinsra & ſu- 


per bos dominantiam mores heroicarum virtutum ſpe- 
cie velaſſe; contra, libertatis & licentiae popularis 


patronos, prae immodico in reges odio, civitatum 


ſuarum faſtos falſis laudationibus vitiaſſe. Judae- 


orum fabulas, Eraecorum levitatem & mendacia, 


Romanorum in praedicanda pietate & juſtitia bello- 
rum, & in diſſimulandis omnibus, quae turpem 


Princip: populo notam inurerent, infamem diligen- 


glam; denique omuium nationum, aliis ſe priores 
meliores jactantium, ambitionem numquam ſatis 
auditorum oculis & mentibus exponere S denu- 
dare poteſt. Ita ut Hiſftorias qui docet & diſcit, 
ihſis illis, qui olim Pyrrhonis, aut nuper Carteſii 
ſcita probarunt, acrius contendere debeat, de ſingu- 
lis & uni verſis, ſuae narrantur, factis eſſe addu- 
bitandum, donec certis & perſpicnts indiciis ſe ve- 
ritas producat. Ita imbutos & pracparatos adoleſcen- 
tium aui mos à primis humant generis conditoribus, 
per tenebricoſam primum fabularum caliginem, de- 


inde per ambiguas & dubias — ſucceſſiones, 
ad 
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have no Writer extant of any Time or Nation whatever, 
whoſe Memory was not infirm, his Genius by no means 
capable of all Kinds of Learning, and his Knowledge of 
Government and State Affairs far from compleat. He 
ſhould own that ſome are ſnatch'd away from the Truth 
out of a Love to their Country, or a Veneration for the 
Religion of their Forefathers; ſome led aſtray by their 
Bigotry to a Party, or their too eaſy Credulity : That ma- 
ny, out of a Defire of making their Names famous to 


Poſterity, have affected to give Relations rather wonderful 


than true: That theſe have lied gloriouſly for Pay, thoſe 
for their Pleaſure only: That not a few, who were 
vile Flatterers of crown'd Heads, have veild the baſe Acti- 
ons and infolent Benaviour of Tyrants, under the Colour 
of heroic Virtues : And that, on the other fide, the Fa- 
yourers of Liberty and popular Licentiouſneſs, out of 
their immoderate Averſion to Kings, have. vitiated the Re- 
cords of their States with undue Commendations. He 
can never ſufficiently expoſe and lay open to the Under- 
ſtandings of his Scholars the Fables of the Fews, the Le- 


vity and Lies of the Greeks, the ſcandalous Affectation of 


the Romans in proclaiming the Piety and Juſtice of their 
Wars, and in concealing every thing that would bring any 


Reproach upon their own Nation; in ſhort, he ſhould 


not forget the Pains that all Countries have taken to be 
thought better of than others. So that he who teaches 
and earns Hiſtory, ought to contend more earneſtly than 
thoſe who formerly follow'd the Opinions of Pyrrho, or 
ſince of Des Cartes, that one ſhould doubt of all and ſin- 
gular the Facts mention'd, till the Truth appears by cer- 
tain and clear Evidence. Tt is the Duty of theſe Maſters 
to lead on the Minds of their Youth, thus ſeaſon'd and 
prepar'd, by gentle cautious Steps down from the original 
Founders of Mankind; firſt of all thro' the thick Dark- 
neſs of the fabulous Ages; after that, thro the dubious un- 
certain Succeſſions of Kingdoms, to Records more authen- 
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ad liquidioris fidei monumenta ſuſpenſo & canto 


gradu quidem deducere magiſtrorum ſunt partes: 
verum non tanium in obſcuris & incertis, ſed in 
auctoritate multorum ſeculorum comprobatis factis 
haerere; ad ſiugula, quae ſuſpicioſa videri poſſunt, 
conſiſtere; ad minimum quemque ſcrupulum offen- 
dere; & dubitandi occaſiouem injicere; quid, quae- 
ſo, aliud eſt, quam ubi in divinis aunalibus, . 
a Deo, & àgeutibus ſegregatae nationis ſeriem e- 
volvere incipient, praemonere ſimul, non certiore 
fide Iſrablitici populi, antiquiſſimi omnium, fata, 
quam reliquorum eſſe publicis literis mandata ! 
Quid vero futurum, abi Hebracorum annales, qui- 
bus praecipua nobis eft conſtiiuenaa auctoritas, nun 
ſemper cum peregrinorum faſtis amice conſentire 
audiverint? Ubi inextricabiles illi nods de Aſſyrio. 
rum, Babyloniorum, Medorum & Perſarum domi- 
natione juvenum aui mos implicueriut? nihil jam di- 
cam de confuſiſſima temporum doctrina, quae a qui- 
buſdam ad Hebraeorum, ab aliis ad Graecorum 
computationes exigitur, & tot ſpints & ſentibus 
eſt obſeſſa, ut fi tota hominis vita in calculis po- 
nendis & ſubducendis inſumeretur, numquam ratio 
adliquidum perduci, aut exitns ex lab rintho tam 
ineæplicabili dari poſſit. His jam . 2 uon 
hiſtoriarum, ſed in primis graviorum doctrinarum 
Profeſſores publice praedicare ſolent; plurima ex 
praejudicatis opintonibus, non propriis, quibus arti- 
fices ſua dog mata enunciare ſoleut, verbis eſſe ex- 
preſſa; ſed ſermone populari, quo ſpecie rerum de- 
cepta, aut ſuperſtitionibus obligata multitudo inter 
ſe conferre ſolet. Rerum naturalium cauſſas, ſolis, 
& ſfidernm curſus & motus, & ſimilia, non ex de- 
cretis ſapientum, ſed ex incerta vulgi perſuaſione, 
& fallaci oculorum & ſenſuum fide ſaepe enarrari. 


De Deo, cujas vera vis & natura a nullo intellecta 


fait, 
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tic, and of a clearer Credit. But then to inſtruct them 
to boggle, not only at obſcure doubtful Facts, but ſuch as 

have paſs d current for many Ages; to ſtop at every thing 
that carries the leaft Suſpicion with it; to ſtart at every lit- 
tle Scruple; and to give them occaſion for doubting; 
What is this, I pray, when they come to turn over the 
divine Annals, and peruſe the Hiſtory of that Nation 

which was choſen by God, and feparated from the Gen- 
tiles, but hinting that the Affairs of the Iſraelites, that moſt 

ancient People, have been recorded with no greater Fide- 

lity than thoſe of other Countries ? But what will be the 

caſe, when they come to hear that the Annals of the He- 

brews, upon Which we lay ſo great a Streſs, don't always 
correſpond with the Records of other Nations? When, 
thoſe inextricable Knots concerning the Government of the 
Aſſyrians, Babylonians, Medes, and Perſians come to emba- 
rals the Minds of their young Scholars ? Not to mention 
the very confus'd Account of Time, which by ſome is 
reckon'd according to the Hebrew, by others according to 
the Greek Computation; and is ſurrounded with ſuch a 
buſhy Thicket of Thorns and Briars, that if a Man's 
whole Life were te be ſpent in calculating of it, he could 
never clear the Point, or find a way out of ſo intricate a 
Labyrinth. Add to theſe, what not only the Profeſſors of 
Hiſtory, but of graver Matters more eſpecially, uſe to in- 
culcate ; that many Things are expreſs d according to pre- 
judicated Opinions, not in the proper Terms of Art, but 
in a vulgar way of ſpeaking, ſuch as the common People 
uſe, who are generally impos'd upon by Appearances, os 
blinded by Superſtition : That the Cauſes of natural Things, 
the Motions of the Sun and Stars, and the like, are often 
mention d, not according to the Determinations of the 
Wiſe and Learned, but after the erroneous Tenets of the 
Vulgar, and the deceitful Information of our Senſes : That 
we have Ideas given us of God (tho no Mortal could ever 
yet underſtand his true Nature and Quality) ſuch as be- 
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videntur, Daemonum ſpecies, larvas & modturnas 


30 O R A T 1 6. 

Juit, notiones hamanis mentibus & corporibus ſini- 
les informari; ejuſque & adminiſtrorum, quorum 
etiam conditio & ingenium nulli eſt exploratum, 
praeſentiam, licet veram & indubitatam, modo ta- 
men noſtrae meuti non percipiendo oſtendi. Prae- 
Judicare quidem illam & exemplum dare familiari 


Daemonum inter homines obambulationi, nibilpue 
obeſſe, quo minus, imperante Deo, impart illi ſpi- t 
ritus ſe in cognitiones noſtras inſiuuent; incredibile { 
zamen moroſis naturae interpretibus accidere vide- i 
mus, damnatis ad aeternas tenebras & carceres 1 
Dei & hominum hoſtibus, majorem ſaepe vim & I 
licentiam humanis actibus interventendi, quam be- b 
atis & laetabili Dei luce & adſpedtn fruentibus h 
Geniis, conceſſam. Quidquid vero de eo iuter ſa- b. 
pientiae humanae Profeſſores diſceptetur, hoc inter { 
omnes, qui antiqua & nova rerum geſtarum monu- in 


menta tradtant, conſtare, omnes hiſtoricos, ubi de 
Daemonibus, prodigiis, ominibus & portentis, quae 
#imidae plebis animos concatere ſolent, ſententiam 
Ferunt, per veritatis certae ignorationem in maxi. 
ma opinionum inconſtantia verſari. Acutiores, & 
quibus res, aliis temere creditae, ſemper ſuſpicioſae 


ambras, manes ex inferis excitatos, Magorum con- 
jecturas, ſomniorum interpretamenta, inter plebis 
deliria & aniles fabulas referre; obtuſioris vero in- 
genii, qui omnia fieri poſſe facile & pie credunt, 
quibus nec licet, nec vacat unamquamque rem exa- 
minare, now dubitare, quin Daemones, eorumque 
adminiſtri, Magi, augures, conjectores, haruſpices, 
& ſacrificult futura, ita volente Deo, habeaut ex- 
ploratiſſima; horumque omnium expreſſiſſima nobis 
in divinis pagiuis exſteut veſtigia. Somniaà interpre- 
zand: diſciplinam, fi non perfectam & 2 

| | 3 7 


"XY 1 OW: 21 


long to human Minds and Bodies: And that the Preſence 
of Him and his miniſtring Spirits (whoſe Condition and 
Quality we know as little of) tho? real and unqueſtion- 


able, is exhibited in a way not to be comprehended by our 


Reaſon : That this is laid down as a Poſtulatum, and made 
a Precedent for the familiar Intercourſe of Dæmons among 
Men ; and that there is no Cauſe or Impediment why 
theſe impure Spirits may not, by God's Appointment, in- 
ſinuate and work themſelves into our Hearts. And yet 
it happens to paſs for an incredible Thing with the ſurly 
Interpreters of Nature, that theſe Enemies of God and 
Man, doom'd to eternal Chains and Darkneſs, ſhould often 
be allow'd a greater Power and Liberty of intermedling in 
humane Affairs than the happy Angels, who enjoy the. 
bliſsful Light and Preſence of God. But that, how much 
ſoever the Profeſſors of humane Wiſdom may be Sceptics 
in this Matter, every one that is versd in the ancient 
and modern Chronicles muſt allow, that all Hiſtorians 
when they give their Opinions of Dæmons, Prodigies, 
Signs and Wonders, ſuch as uſe to amaze the timorous 
Throng, out of Ignorance of the real Truth, are very 
inconſiſtent in their Notions about them: That the more 
ſharp-tighted among them, and ſuch as are always apt to 
queſtion what others as raſhly take upon Truſt, whenever 
they ſpeak, of Devils, Ghoſts and Goblins, Spirits rais'd 
from the Dead, Art Magic, and Interpretation of Dreams, 
mention them as Fancies of the People only and old Wives 
Taes : But that thoſe who are not Men of ſuch Penetration, 
who calily and piouſly believe that all Things are poſſible, 
who have neither Leiſure nor Opportunity for examining 
every Particular, make no queſtion but that Dæmons and 
their under Officers, Magicians, Soothſayers, Fortune- 
tellers, Wizards and Juglers, by God's bleſſed Will, can 
certainly foretel what will come to paſs hereafter : And 
that there are Inſtances of every thing of this Kind in ex- 
preſs Paſſages of holy Writ : That the Art of interpreting 

Dreams 
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aliquam tamen fuiſſe. Auſpiciorum uſu quidem inter- 
dictum populo Iſraëlitico, non vanam tamen eorum 


fidem & audtoritatem arverſis gentibus, adjuvante 
| ſuperſtitionem Daemone, nec intercedente Deo, fu. 


ie. Funttas vita auimas ope Daemonum cieri && 
evocari poſſe, Samuelis ab inferts excitati exemplo 
manifeſto conſtare. Quae omnia infirmare ir- 
ridere, quid, quacſo, aliud, quam adjuvare impio- 
rum de ſacri voluminis certa andoritate, & ſcri- 
prorum ſuuceritate & fide, ſuſpiciones? Haec frau- 
dibus ſagarum, vel civil: ſollertiae adtribuere, quid 


aliud, quam per ingenii liberioris, & nulli magi- 


ftrorum addicti, cauſſam, ſe juſto alieniorem a fa- 
buloſis narrationibus oftendere ? quid altud, quan 
inſcitiam, temeritatem, impudentiam, & in novas 
opiniones, earumque auctores proclivem propenſio- 
nem prodere, nec modo profanis, ſed divinis hiſto 
riis fidem abrogare; non argumeutis per vulgatas o- 
piniones refutare, ſed ipſam omnino religionem ex 
animis hominum delere? Quid aliud, quam verae 
religionis propugnatoribus omnia arma & tela eri- 
pere, quibus regnum illud vaſtiſſimum Daemonun 
& ejus ſatellitum evertere fortiſſimi athletae con- 
ſueverunt? Cui bono & uſui perplexa illa & am- 
bigua oraculorum veterum reſponſa aſtutiae & a- 
varitiae ſac erdotum adſiguare, & principem Dae- 


monum de throno, quem, Deo permittente, poſuit, 


deturbare? Nonne hoc eſt per infelicis tenebrarum 
principis latus Deum ſauciare, & dum praedictio- 
nes Pythiarum & conjecturas Chaldaeorum & ha- 
riolorum impugnare ſe ſimulant, omuem divinarun 
vaticiuationum vim & veracitatem inſirmare? O in- 
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Dreams was in ſome Meaſure known, if not very cer- 
tain and perfect: That the People of Jrael indeed were 
forbidden the uſe of Divination ; but that, by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the Devil, who encourag'd this Superſtition, and 
the Connivance of God who permitted it, it was of no 
ſmall Credit and Authority among other Nations : That 
the Example of Samuel, who was calld up from 
the Dead, 1s a manifeſt Proof that Souls departed may 
be diſturb'd and rais'd again by the Power of the Devil. 
Now to go to invalidate and ridicule all theſe Things, 
what is it elſe, I pray, but to aid and abet the Scepticiſms 
of impious Wretches in relation to the Authority of the 
holy Bible, and the Truth and Veracity of Scripture ? 
To attribute all this to the Impoſture of Witches or State 
Policy, what is it elſe, . but, under a Pretence of Free- 
thinking, to ſhew one's ſelf more averſe to fabulous Ac- 
counts than is decent? What, but to betray one's Igno- 
rance, Raſhneſs, Impudence, and a ſtrong Propenſity to 
new-fangled Opinions, and the Broachers of them, and 
tavalidating the Teſtimony not only of profane Hiſtory, 
but of facred alſo ; not merely arguing againſt vulgar Er- 
rors, but alſo blotting out all Religion from Men's Minds? 
What is it but diſarming the Defenders of the true Reli- 
gion of all that Artillery and Ammunition with which the 
doughty Champions are wont to overthrow the wide vaſt 
Empire of the Devil and all his Adherents ? Of what Uſe 
or Advantage can it be to attribute thoſe intricate ambigu- 
ous Reſponſes of the ancient Oracles to the Craft and 
Avarice of Prieſts; and to tumble the Prince of the 
Devils from that Throne which, by God's Permiſſion, he 
has founded? Is not this wounding God thro' the Sides 
of the unfortunate Prince of Darkneſs ? and weakening 
the Truth and Efficacy of the divine Prophecies, while 
they pretend to attack the Predictions of Sibyls, and the 


Conjectures of Gypſies and Fortune-tellers ? O intolerable 
| Itch 


3 ORATIO. 


tolerandam omnia infirmandi libidinem! O perniciq. 


fam & exempli metnendi conſidentiam! permitti le 
forte in dtjudicandis Graecorum & Romanorun dar 
ambitigſis narrationibus ſuperbum faſtidium poſſet, Su 
fed eaſdem de annalibas ſacris ſuſpiciones juvenum cl 
mentibus injicere, impium & exſecrandum. Nec = 
tamen his finibus omuem hiſtoriaram veterum fidem He 
evertentium temeritas conſiſtit; ſed quum odii pu- ble 
blicr & Eumolpidarum ſaepe metus ſacrorum ſcripto- Cr 
ram obtrectatores cohibeat, omuem impetum ver- tro 
tunt in venerandos hiſtoriae Eccleſiaſticae condito. anc 
res, qui coetuum Chriſtianorum diſſidia & conten- ble 
tiones de doctrinae capitibus literts mandarunt. Non the 
ſolum illis comparare gentium impiarum & exter- of 
narum hiſtoricos, ſed 1deo fere praeferre ſolent, quia Gr! 
ferociores & infeſt:s magis animis beſtias concurriſ- wit 
ſe, quam Chriſtianos negant, &uullo diſcrimine aeta- 9 
tis, dignitatis, aut doctrinae, in conſortes fine exem- ru 
plo ſaeviiſſe narraut. Aunalibus vero Chriſtianis bar 
idem detrahunt, quia integerrimorum famam ca- au 
lumuiis & mendacus deformaſſe, & memoriam po- thel 
ſteritati deteſtandam reliquiſſe; nequiſſimorum de- pea 
ro, ſed qui vultu rigido & habitu acquiſito ſaucti- thir 
tatem mentiri didicerant, ſcelera & importunita- tatie 
tes non modo difſimulaſſe, ſed ipſos fallaciarum & nies 
ſcelerum architectos ampliſſimis laudibus elatos, coe- rity 


lo & Divorum ordinibus adſcripſiſſe, ſe = Exc 


poſſe arbitrautur. Praeterea in vulgus ſpargere o C 
uon erabeſcunt, ſub infams impietatis & haereſe- Loc 
or, at wocare ſolent, crimine, omnes, qui ſac erdo- con 
tum dominationi ſuc cedere, eorumque ambitionem, one 

cle 


crudelitatem, & avaritiam adjuvare nollent, obru- 
ie. Reges & principes, omni laude & admiratione of! 
Pr aedicandos, ut monſtra, & 4 Des gener: hamano rann 
S eccleſiae peſtes immiſſas, e quia Epiſ- WY 
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Itch of deſiring to invalidate every thing! O Preſumption, 
dangerous in it ſelf, and to be dreaded in its Example! 
Such a ſqueamiſh Niceneſs might perhaps be allow'd in 
criticizing upon the ambitious Performances of the Greeks 
and Romans, but to put ſuch Suſpicions into young Men's 
Heads concerning the ſacred Annals, is impious and execra- 
ble. Nor does the Boldneſs of thoſe who ſubvert the whole 
Credit of ancient Hiſtory ſtop here; but being deterr'd 
from queſtioning the ſacred Writings for Fear of the Mob 
and the Clergy, they vent all their Rage upon the venera- 
ble Compilers of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, who have recorded 
the Quarrels and Contentions of the ſeveral Aſſemblies 
of Chriſtians concerning the Fundamentals of their Do- 
Grin. They are wont not only to ſet them upon a Level 
with the Hiftorians of other infidel Nations, but generally 
to prefer theſe before them, for averring that no ſavage 
Brutes ever. treated one another worſe than the Chriſtians 
have done ; declaring that they were beyond Example 
cruel to their Fellow-Chriſtians, without any Regard to 
their Age, Dignity, or Learning. And then they im- 
peach the Credit of the Chriſtian Annals, becauſe they 
think they can prove that they have blacken'd the Repu- 
tation of Men of the greateſt Integrity with Calum- 
nies and Lies, and left their Memory deteſtable to Poſte- 
rity ; but that they not only have conceaP'd the Vices and 
Exorbitances of the worſt of Men, who indeed had learnt 
to counterfeit: Religion, and put on a ſanctified Mein and 
Look, but even fainted and extoll'd with the higheſt En- 
comiums the very Contrivers of Cheats and Villanies. 
Belides, they make no Scruple of ſaying publickly that 

theſe Hiſtories have laid all under the infamous Imputation 
of Hereſy and Impiety, who refus'd to ſubmit to the Ty- 
ranny of the Clergy, and patronize their Ambition, Cru- 
elty and Avarice: That Kings and Princes, never to be 
mention d without Praiſe and Admiration, have been re- 
preſented by them as Monſters and Plagues, let looſe by 
| . G 


00. 
coporum & Monachorum cupiditati modum impo- 
nere ſunt auſi. Parricidas vero, adulter 1s, gulae 
E wventris mancipia, qui leges di vinas & humana 
conculcarunt, ut exempla Pietatis omnium vir 
tatum propoſuiſſt, & immenſis praeconiis ornaſſe, 


quia, oppreſſa populi libertate, S cobibita diverſum 
ſentiendi libidine, vittatum ordinem divitiis & hy. 


noribus auæer unt, aedes ſacras, & nebulonum re. 
ceptac ula regiis vect galibus inſtruxerunt. Quo nun 
dolore commoveri, qua non indignatione irritabiles 
quidem piorum animos, ſed ardore in Dei & eccle- 
ſiae cauſſam inflammatos, efferveſcere cenſetis, uli 
quidquid miri, aut inauditi a Tertulliano, Enſebio, 
Oraſio, Sulpicio, & neſcio quibus, acerrimo propug- 
nandae veritatis ſtudio incenſis viris, memoratur, 
irrideri & ludibrio profanis eſſe ingemiſcunt ? O 
patienter ferat, tot veritatis teſtes, qui tyrannorum 
in inermem gregem ſae vientium crudelitatem fati- 
garunt, vel mente motis aduumerart, vel ex faſii 
eccleſiae deleri ? Quis Tiberii ren Chriſtum 
conatus, quis. Hadriani templa Servatori excitanil 
propoſitum, guts Philippi Chriſtianam religionen 
Proſitentis pietatem, quis Fulminatricis legionis 4. 

pad Deum potentiam, Thebaeae conſtantiam & 
pertinaciam, belle confictis fabulis accenſert nin 
iraſcatur? Quis Conſtantini, nou tam religionis in- 
ſtauratoris, quam Senatus infulati locupletatoris 
ambitioſam perfidiam, diſſimulationem, parriciat- 
lem furorem, & omma, quibus peſſimi tyranni in 
odia hominum incarrerunt, facinora in fraudem rei 


Chriſtianae exquiſitis illos maledidis inſecteri 
Juli al 


God upon Mankind and the Church, only becauſe they 
were ſo bold as to ſet Bounds to the Greedineſs of Monks 
and Biſhops : But that Parricides, Adulterers, Slaves to 1 
Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, who trampled upon all Lavyũs 1 
Divine and Humane, have been propos d for Examples of 1 
Piety, and all Virtues, and embelliſh'd.with mighty Pane- Wl 
gyrics, becauſe they oppreſs'd their People's Liberty, and 
perſecuted thoſe who were of a different Opinion in Re- 
ligion, in order to augment the Honours and Revenues of 
the Clergy, and royally to endow Religious Houſes to en- 
tertain a parcel of idle Knaves. With what Grief muſt 
pious good Souls be touch'd, with what Rage mult their 
Indignation, their Zeal for the Cauſe of God and the 
Church boil up and inflame them, when with bitter Groans 
they reflect that every miraculous unparalle!'d Incident men- 
tion'd by Tertullian, Euſebius, Oroſius, Sulpicius, and the 
reſt of thoſe warm Men who ſtickled ſo heartily for the 
Truth, is turn'd into Ridicule, and made a Jeſt of by 
theſe profane Wretches ? Who can with Patience bear to 
ſee ſo many Witneſſes for the Truth, who baffled the 
Cruelty of Tyrants furiouſly bent againſt the harmleſs 
Flock, either reckon'd among the Claſs of Madmen, or 
ſentenc'd to be expell'd the Calendar? Who can chuſe but 
be angry, to have Tiberius his Attempt to get Chriſt con- | 
| fecrated, Adrian Deſign of building Temples to the Ser- il 
"WH 2407, Philip's Piety in profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion, E 
che Prevalence of the Thundring Legion with God, and 
che Firmneſs and Conſtancy of the Thebæan, all look'd 
upon as no better than Romances ? Who can help ſtoma- 
ching that Conſtantine ſhou'd be repreſented not ſo much 
a Supporter of Religion as an Enricher of the mitred Se- 
„me; and that, to the great Detriment of the Chriſtian 
Cauſe, he ſhould be inveigh'd againſt with the moſt ex- 
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Juliani vero, trausfugae & deſertoris, eruditionem, 
Clementiam, frugalitatem, patientiam, fortitudi- 
nem, caſtimoniam, & omnes, quibus umquam lau- 
dari meruit princeps, virtutes in coe lum extollere 
non ſtomachetur? Sed quis non exſecretur Hiſtori- 
arum Profeſſores, qui ipſos Romanae urbis piſco- 
pos, ſacrilegos illos Pontifices, & furatos Dei & 
Chriſti hoſtes & adverſarios, now modo atrociſſimo- 
rum criminum, quibus eos purior Ghriſtianorum 
pars reos peregit, abſolvere, magicarum artium in- 
Jamiam ipſis detrahere, & pacti cum Daemone initi 
vanitatem irridere; fed, quod horrendum ipſam 
ex Pontificalibus faſtis feminam, & parturieutem 
Papam eradere non erubeſcunt? Quid eft fi haec 
nos praevaricatio, & canſſam emendatae religions 
adverſariis prodere * Sed reſiſto; metuo enim, fi 
ad propiora nobis tempora ſeries me abriperet, ne 
inſanieutes illi veritatis, ut ſe vocant, adſertores 
& fabularum expulſor:* me vehementius conturba- 
rent; & tot non modo incr. libilia, fed aperte falſa 
& fidta, quibus aliter ſeutientium womma ſunt 

:nfamata, etiam hodie tradi occlamarent ; & tanto 

factionum ſtudio noſtrorum etiam temporam Prae- 
ſules ſaepe exardeſiere oftenderent, ut ipſi, qui 
conventivus eorum interfuernnt, e nec oc ulis 

nec auribus credendum, nihilque de rebus, quae in- 
rer diverſarum partium praefides & — ge- 

ruutur, certi & indubitati prodi, me cogerent fa- 

eri. Cavete ergo, ſanctiſſimae doctrinae ſtudioſi, 

ne obſtinata illa, nulli, uiſi ſub certo & jarato 

teſte, credendi pertiuacia & labes, quae jam om- 

nes Hiſtoricoram ſcholas infecit, longius ſerpat , 

ſed ad vitae ſecuritatem, ad religionts cuſtodiam, 
ad pietatis incrementum, in primis ad partes 

 firmandas, & ad ſacri ordinis venerationem att!- 
nere 
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to Mankind: And that Julian, a vile Renegado and Apo- 
ſtate, ſhould be cried up to the Skies for his Learning, 
Clemency, Frugality, Patience, Fortitude, Chaſtity, and all 
the Virtues that ever Prince deſerved to be commended 
for? But who can forbear curling thoſe Profeſſors of 
Hiſtory, who make no ſcruple of acquitting the Biſhops 
of Rome, thoſe villanous High-Prieſts, the ſworn Ene- 
mies and Adverſaries of God and Chu if, not only of the 
horrid Crimes with which the purer part of Chriſtians has 
charg'd them, but clear them of the Scandal of dealing in 
Magic, laugh at the conceit of their entring into a Corn 
pact with the Devil; and, what is even ſhocking, ſtrike 


out of the Catalogue of Pontifis the Lady Pope with her. 
great Belly? What is foul Play, if this be not, and betray- 


ing the Intereſt of the Reform'd Religion to it's Enemies? 
Bur here I ſtop; for I am afraid, if I ſhould purſue my 


Thred down to thoſe Times which are nearer our own, 


that theſe mad Advocates for Truth (as they affect to call 
themfelves) and Exploders of Fables, would put me into 
2 more violent Commotion; and cry out that not only as 
many incredible Things, but ſuch as are manifeſtly falſe 
and invented, are even at this very Time given out to in- 


jure the good Name of thoſe who happen to be of a 


different Opinion: and would ſhew that the. Biſhops of our 
Days often blaze out with ſuch a Spirit of Faction, that 
they who have been preſent at their Debates. would oblige 
me to own that henceforward we muſt not believe our 
Eyes and Ears, and that there is never any certain and 
true Report made of what paſſes between Prelates and 
Dignitaries of different Parties. Take care therefore, you 
that intend to ſtudy Divinity, that this obſtinate and in- 
fectious Diſtemper of believing nothing but what is provd 
by a (worn and certain Evidence, which has already ſeiz'd 
all the Schools of the Hiſtorians, creep no farther; but 
eſteem it to be for the Quiet and Security of Life, for the 
Safety of Religion, the Increaſe of Piety, and above all for 
E 2 the 
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nere putate, nullam ſcriptoribus ſacratis & etcle- 
fraſticis fidem aut audtoritatem denegare. Immo 
vero, cum illi ipfi, qui Hiſtoriarum ſtudia tanto 
opere & molimine commendant, unicam ex illis 
utilitatem & fructum redire fateantar, ut Hiſto- 
ria 1 vitae magiſtra, quae fugieuda & faci- 
enda doceat: quid, quaeſo, religionis intereſſe po- 
terit, verane an incerta prodiderint nobis aunalium 
conuditores cum ſufficere virtutum praeconibus 
vitiorum di ſſuaſori bus debeat, ſi ita fiert potuiſſe 
oſtendaut. Eadem enim ex fabulis & commentitiit 
narrationibus, quae ex indubitatae fidet monumen- 
tig utilitatis reduudabit. Maori quoque ardore in 
pietatis, ſauctitatis, liberalitatis, & miſericordiae 
ſtudia exarſiſſe olim homines couſtat, quam nunc, 
#01 tam auxie in vulgo credita inquiritur, & quon- 
dam pia fraude S religioſo dolo pleraque conficta 
efje apparet. Denique quid refert ex vetuſtate ob- 
ſoletis voluminibus exempla virtutum & ſcelerum 
repetere, cum ſacris oratoribus ingentes diligentiſſi- 
morum virorum theſauri hodie ad mauum ſiut, qui 
undique flores carpſerunt, & tantam ex veteris & 
recentioris avi at apa materiam & ſilvam 
congeſſerunt, ut inde populo pro concione in longiſ- 
fimam tempus ſatisfieri; & animi vulgares ad 
— 25 imitandas, vel flagitia vitanda incendi poſ- 
TA. 

Profligata jam levi illa & incredula Hiſtorico- 
rum turba, quam facili manu veutoſae eloquentiae, 
G& garrulae loquacitatis patronos diſpergam & diſ- 
ſipabo? Quae non tela contra lubricae & volubilis 
linguae jaculatores ex ipſo ſacri Codicis armamen- 
tario depromere, quibus a templis & ſacris eos re- 
pellam, liceret ? Sed, fi non ipſe doctrinae ſalutt- 


ferae Conditor, & apertiſſimi ejus Comites & 3 
| ae 
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the ſtrengthening of your own Intereſt, and raiſing a Ve- 
neration to your Holy Order, never to refuſe paying all 
Deference and Belief to the Sacred Eccleſiaſtical Writers. 


And ſince thoſe very People who take ſuch pains to re- 
commend the Study of Hiſtory, do acknowledge that the 
only advantage to be reap'd by it is, that Hiſtory is as it 


were the Miſtreſs of Life, teaching us what to follow 
and what to avoid, pray how can it be of any Conſequence 
to Religion, whether the Compilers of Annals have tranſ- 


mitted to us Truth or not? Since they, who preach up 


Virtue and diſſuade from Vice, may be very well ſatisfied, 
if they can ſhew that Things might poſſibly have ſo hap- 


pened: For the very fame Benefit may be had from Fables and 
contriv'd Stories, as from Monuments of the moſt un- 
doubted Credit. And it is manifeſt that Men formerly 
. burnt with a greater Zeal in their endeavours after Piety, 


Holineſs, Liberality and Mercy, than they do now; when 


ſuch nice Inquiries are made into the Things that are ge- 


nerally believ'd, and many of them made appear to have 


been formerly contrivd by pious Frauds and religious 


Tricks. In fine, What does it ſignifie to fetch Examples 


of good or bad Actions from the muſty Records of Anti- 
quit y, fince our reverend Preachers may be ſupplied at 
hand from the Treaſures of very diligent Men, who have 


gather'd Flowers from all Parts, and laid up ſuch a Store 
and Magazin from both Ancient and Modern Writers, as 


may ſupply the People with Sermons a long long time, 


and excite all mean Capacities to the Imitation. of Virtue, 
or the ſhunning of Vice? | : 

Having thus routed the forry unbelieving Crew of Hi- 
ſtorians, how eaſily ſhall I ſcatter the Patrons of empty E- 
loquence and loquacious Talk ? What variety of Weapons 
may I not furniſh my ſelf with, from the Armory of the 
Sacred Volume, againſt the Shooters of idle and bitter Words. 
to beat them off from our Temples, and even out of h. 
Territories of the Church? But, if it could be ſuppos'd, th 
the Author of our Salvation, and his honeſt plain Companiv.« 
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dae Antiſtites, populares, & ab omni fuco nudot 
Sermones nobis prodidiſſent, ipſa religionis fimplici- 
tas & ſanctimonia, ſatis in doctrina ſua ad per- 
ſuadendam facultatis, ſatis in argumentis ad con- 
ciliaudos animos gratiae, ſatis ad agendum Jplen- 
doris ſe adferre poſſe admoneret. Quid' juvat, ina- 
ni verborum apparatu ſacra aperta nec. recondita 
:nvolvere? quid lenocinits linguae ad myſteria po- 
pulo S vulgo jam recluſa auditores adlectare, quos 
apſa Dei vis, & efficax doctrinae potentia trahit 
& impellit? Quid Eloquentiae & Rhetorum prae- 
ceptis divinos oratores enervare, quibus coeleſtis in 
dicendo ardor robur addit, & demiſſus ex alto ſpi- 
ritas inflammat ? Natura, aliis noverca, huic or- 
dini benigna mater, jam naſcentibus eloquentiam 
induit, & abſque ulla exercitatione, modo loqui 
incipiant, diſertos eſſe jubet. Quae inſania, quis 
furor, deſtinatam divino praeconio juventutem, 
profants dicendi magiſtris furmandam tradere 
qui tam arduum, tam longum eloquentiae ſtudium 
eſſe mentiuutur, ut viæ toti ſeculo Anas eloquens 
evenerit ; neque ex omni temporum memoria prae- 
ter tres quatuorve ſumma dicendi laude florentes, 
| proferre poſſint, cum tamen uuuſquiſque eorum ſe 
optimum efſe oratorem ſibi perſuadeat. Quam ab- 
ſonum, quam abſurdum ergo deſperatae illorum ju- 
dicio laudis gloriam couſectari, & hoc Academicum 
ſPatium (quod tam laudabili celeritate tribus, ſum- 
mum quatuor, annis decurritur) inutili labore ides 
interrumpere, ut ne mediocres quidem, aut tolera- 
biles oratores cenſoribus acerbiſſimis judicentur ? 

clament, 
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the Apoſtles, had not always expreſs d themſelves in a Lan- 
guage ſuited to the Capacities of the Vulgar, and free from all 
manner of Art, the very Simplicity and Sanctity of Religion 
might inform us, that it is of it ſelf ſufficient to perſuade by it's 
Doctrine, to convince by the force of its Arguments, and to 
actuate by its, Light and Efficacy. Of what Ule can it be to 
wrap and fold up a revealed Religion in an idle dreſs of 
Words? to employ the Tongue in ſo mean an Office as to 
procure an Audience to hear Myſteries explain'd; when they 
have been long fince diſcover d to the meaneſt of the Peo- 


ple, whom the very Power of God, and the Energy of the | 


Doctrine attract and impel? Why ſhould we enervate our 
Divine Orators vrith Rules of Eloquence and Rhetoric, 
when they are ſtrengthen d in their preaching by a Heaven- 
ly Zeal, and inflam'd by the Spirit ſent down upon them 
from above? Nature, a Stepmother to others, is to this Or- 
der of Men a kind indulgent Parent: ſhe cloaths them 
with Eloquence as ſoon as they are born, and without any 
Practice, let them but ſpeak and they are Orators. What 
Folly therefore, what Madneſs is it to put thoſe of our 
Youth, deſign'd for the Pulpit, into the Hands of profane 
Lay-Maſters to learn the Art of Speaking? who at the 
fame time pretend that the ſtudy of Eloquence is ſo diffi- 
cult, and will take up ſo much Time, that ſcarce one 
comes to perfection in an. Age: Nor can they in the 
whole courſe of Time produce above three or four who 
have been celebrated for moſt accompliſh'd Orators, tho 
every one of them perſuades himſelf that there never was 
a better than He. How abſurd therefore and ridiculous is it, 
to labour in the Purſuit of a Reputation (in the opinion of 
theſe People) ſo impoſſible to be obtain'd, ro break the 
Courſe of their Academical Studies (which they may ſo hand- 
ſomely run thro? in three, or at moſt four Years) for a fruitleſs 
Endeavour; which, when they have done, the cruel Critics 
will not allow them to be indifferent, or ſo much as to- 
lerable Orators? Let the hoarſe Hawkers of Eloquence 
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clament, —_— deliut, rauci facundiae inſtito- 
res, ineptum eſſe & iuconciuuum, omnem vitam 
publicis roncionibus deſtinare, neque umquam di. 
crudi leges percepiſſe: opponant nobis artificum ex- 
empla, zuor um nemo in collegia artes Proſitentium, 
niſi tyrocinii rudimeutis depoſitis, recipitur. Sa- 


deſcendentes, veneratar * mox robuſtiſſima voce 
zempla ſpatioſiſſima implere, modo teneram & fe- ly 
æibilem, &, in quodcumque torqueant, ſequacen ¶ ci 
frangere & modulari : nunc palato molliter illidere, tv 
interdum ranciduli quid balba de nare tenuare: ¶ pr 
aliquando flebili ſuauitate plurabile quid eliquare : n 
nonnunquam jucundo & amabili ſono aures mul- 


crae elogueutiae candidatis hoc praeciput natura, | 
quid dico naturam ? divina largitur benignitas, ut 4 
quoties velint, eloguentiam incredibilem exſerere, | 
&& megledis vaxifh mae doctrinae praeceptis, uon f 
tantnin plebi admirabiles, ſed regibus & magiſtra- M ; 
tibus terribiles oratores evadere poſſiut. Quoties ! 
non, agitante illo, qui iutus eſt, Spirits eorum cor- i 
1 aa & pedora iucaleſcere, brachia jactari, manus 1 
4 complodi, pulpita feriri, capita rotari, ſpumas in . 
* ore agi, oculos ardere, corpus & membra contor- 1 
5 queri, & vultus in omnes formas variari ſacro cum ir 
34 horrore ftupemus ? quis non erectis auribus in com- E 
Wi; poſitos ad dicendum praecones oculos intendit, & te 
1 rigido primum vultu lacunaria intuentes, & e coelo bs 
| 4 ſermonem evocantes, aut clauſis aculis totos in ſe # 
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cere : ſaepins vero lentiſſima vocis exilioris produ- A 
ctione ſe in animos inſinuare, obſtupeſcit * Qui v 
mentis ſuae compos, & non ft mal cum pullato ¶ an 
Re 


grege attonars ſe ſentit, ubi vario clamore, canth, 


Netu, 
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baw! out as long as they pleaſe, that it is abſurd and ridi- 
culous to devote one's whole Life to haranguing in Public, 
without underſtanding the Rules of Oratory; let them 
bring Artizans for Examples, none of whom are made 
free of their reſpective Companies, till they have ſerv d 

the Time of their Apprenticeſnips: Nature, but why do 

I fay Nature? the Divine Benignity confers upon the Can- 
didates for the Gown this Privilege, that as often as they 

pleaſe they can put forth incredible -Eloquence, and, with- 

| out Regard to the Rules of that vain Art, acquit them- 
ſelves in the capacity of Orators, not only to the Amaze- 
ment of the People, but often to the Terror of Kings and 
Magiſtrates. Can we, without being ſtruck with Sacred 
Horror, behold how, when their Breaſts are in{pir'd with 
in ward 'Zeal and Warmth, they brandiſh their Arms, cuff 
the Pulpit-Cuſhion with their Fiſts, wag their Heads, foam 
at the Mouth, look fierce with their Eyes, writhe their 
Limbs and vwrhole Body to and fro, and vary their Features 
into all manner of Shapes? Who can forbear attending with 
Eyes and Ears to a Preacher, when firſt he compoſes himſelf 
to ſpeak ? Who can behold him without great Veneration, 
when with an earneſt Look he rivets his Eyes to the Cieling, 
as if he look'd for a ſupply of Words from Heaven; or 
when he ſhuts them up cloſe, and retires for Information 
to the Cabinet Council of his own Breaſt? Then preſent- 
: ly, who can without Aſtoniſhment hear him fill the ſpa- 
cious Dome with his ſtrong Voice; ſometimes mincing and 
twiſting his pliable Tone to ſuit his preſent Purpoſe; now 
prettily liſping and breaking his Words; now ſqueezing 
an affectionate Treble thro his Noſe; one while, ſweetly 
languiſhing out a doleful Period; then again tickling the 
Ears of his Audience, with a pleaſant merry Strain; but 
moſt commonly infinuating himſelf into their Affections 
with a long pathetic Whine? Who can keep his Senſes 
and help ſympathizing with the Gentlemen of the black 
Robe, when he finds himſelf mov'd according to their 
dif- 
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Reta, riſu, gemitu, tuſſitu, ſcreatu, ſe turbari, e di 

in omnes, quas vult Orator, partes verſari experi- li 

tur? Naturalia haec, vel ut verins dicam, coele- ri 

ſtia eloquentias dona, non fictore vultus aut mem- to 

brorum, non praceunte Phonaſco adfimulata, (ed fo 

ſua ſponte nata & uſa aucta, aliam dignitatem ec- be 

cleftaſticae cathedrae, & religioui auctoritatem con- pr 

ciliaut, quam compoliti illi ad exempla & didata ſp 

Hiſtriouum motus & conformationes membrorum. Bc 

Exciteut & iuflamment actiouum mollitia effuſas an 

im omni intemperantia libidines in ſcena Mimi: th 

0 reneras etiam puerorum, & virginum mentes ad ne 

N turpium amorum meditationem motibus Ionicis in- do 

EM _ cendant ſaltatores; numeroſa & effeminata orati- to 

| oue adoleſceutes corrampant Academici declamato- ty 

1 res anguta & veteratoria loquacitate ix perniciem nic 

"MN clientium, & ad pervertendos judicum auimos ar- yic 

41 mentur cau[ſaram patroni; vos, coeleftis eloquii do 

WJ  potentiffimi oratorei, nudam 5 a Deo commodatam Ju 

4 \, eloguentiane ad hominum falutem conſer vandam, qu 

Wt | DE mefariorum impetus refutandas, fine alicnjus in- pi 

| it vidia exercete. * | tio 
1 1 qo file wor Dogma, 

| ji Hiſtoriarum & Eloquentiae meditatione in ſacram w. 

1 doctriuam redundent iucommoda, audiviſhis; ſed Di 

3 omnia haec Indus & jocus videbuntur, prae letali- þog 

Fi bus, quae deteſtanda religiom Critica vulnera im- of 

pouere non veretur. Haec tyrannidem adfectans, Cr 

uperbiſſimam ſibi adrogat cenſuraàm, & tribundl Ty 

inſolenter erigit, ad quod omnes, qui ex triſti lite- Ce 

rarum naufragio & ruina, vel mtegri vel dilace- Au 

. rati evaſerunt, ſcriptores, quaſi nihil paſſi eſſent, the 

ff obtorto coll rapiantur. Auſu profane, uullo dele- no 

1 cu, importena hace dominatrix, injecta ſacris ma- the 

. us omnia temerat, & polluit. Nec vindiciis ad. fe 

. 5 | 555  ferterain, Wi 
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different Tones, either by their canting, lamenting, chuck- 
ling, fighing, coughing, hawking and ſpitting, and car- 
ried which way the Preacher pleaſes? Theſe natural, or 
to ſpeak more truly, Heavenly Gifts of Eloquence, not 
form'd by any Maſter of Geſture or Pronunciation, but 
being of a ſpontaneous Birth, and improv'd by Practice, 
procure to the Pulpit and Religion a very different Re- 
ſpect, from what thoſe Motions and Regulations of the 
Body do, which are model'd after the Method and Ex- 
ample of Stage-players. Let thoſe Jack-puddings with 
their immodeſt way of acting, provoke and raiſe all man- 
ner of looſe Deſires: Let the Dancers with their Riga- 
don Airs inſtill luſcious beaſtly Sentiments of Love in- 
to the tender Hearts of Boys and Girls; Let the Univerſi- 
ty Orators corrupt our Youth with their unmanly harmo- 
nious Eloquence; Let thoſe that follow the Law be pro- 
yided with a ſharp crafty method of Pleading, to the un- 
doing of their Clients, and miſleading the Minds of the 
Judges; You, moſt powerful Utterers of Heavenly Elo- 
quence, unenvied by all, practiſe and purſue that plain ſim- 
ple Speech convey'd to you from God, to guard the Salva- 

tion of Mankind and baffle the Attempts of the Wicked. 
You have heard, Gentlemen Academics, what grievous, 
what deplorable Inconveniences attend the Profeſſion of 
Divinity from the ſtudying of Languages, Hiſtory and E- 
loquence: Yet all this will ſeem but a Jeſt, in compariſon 
of thoſe deadly Wounds which the deteſtable Science of 
Critic gives to Religion. This Art, affecting to play the 
Tyrant, with much Pride aſſumes to it {elf the Right of 
Cenſuring, and infolently erects a Tribunal to which all 
Authors, who have eſcap'd either whole or ſhatter'd from 
the miſerable Wreck and Deſolation of Time, as if they had 
not ſuffer d enough already, are violently dragg'd along by 
the Collar. This troubleſome Termagant, with unſancti- 
hed Impudence, lays her Hand upon the holieft Things, 
without exception, defiling and profaning all ſhe touches. 
N | Nor 
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ſertorum, nec Pontificum aut Conciliorum decretis, 
nec praejudicatis P rincipum aut Magiſtratuum ow. 
tentiis cohiberi poteſt, quin, prioris ſtatus contro. 
verſia omnibus mota, hunc peregrinitatis reum 4. 
gat, huic, ut dubio parente edito, natales ambiguos 


Go habitnm fucis & mendis inquinatum eſſe ca- 
lumnietur. Denique omnes, quotquot ſuperſunt, 
labros corruptos, deformatos, & interpolatos cauſ- 
Sando, pro libidine ſua addendo, delendo, emendan. 
do ita vexat & excarnificat, ut fi ab inferis emer- 
gerent auctores, foetus ſuos non agnoſcerent. Per 
20 A. me non diceute, cernitis, quam exitioſum 
hoc ſacris codicibus fit opus cenſorium. Quid e- 
nim? doctus Criticus & adſuetus urere & ſecare, 
inclementer omnis generis libros tractare, apices, 
Jyllabas, woces, dictiones confodere & ſtilo exigere, 
continebitne ille ab integro, & ante hanc haereſin 
natam intaminato, divinae ſapientiae monumento 
crudeles nngues ? O animadvertendam audaciam 
0 ſuppliciit aeternis conſtriugendam perditorum ho- 
minum temeritatem * Tune, confidentiſſime alich; 
operis vexator, divina Moyſis & vatum, inſpirante 
Deo verba & ſententias ſcripta, & invigilante e- 
Jus iutegritati diligentiſſimo Pontificum collegio, 
conſervata monumenta, eodem mentis habitu, ea- 
dem arrogantia, qua Herodoti, qua Livii aut Ta- 
citi pulverulentos & exeſos codices verſabis ? Tu, 
544408 eodem fato omnes premente libros, viliſſimas libra- 
3 l riorum operas, quae Graecorum & Latinorum vo- 
WK |! | lamina, lucri ſtudio properata, venalia propone- 

| baut, ſacris Scribis, quorum manus & calamos non 
mi- 


Faciat, illi, licet patrem adſignet, formam tamen 
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Nor can ſhe be reſtrain'd by the Defences of ſtrenuous 


Aſſertors, or by the Decrees of Popes and Councils, or by 
Opinions which Princes and Magiſtrates have eſtabliſh'd ; 


but making Inquiry into the original State of every Vo- 


lume, ſhe will impeach one of being interpolated; lay ano- 
ther (becauſe its Author is queſtionable) under a Suſpicion of 


being Spurious ; and tho perhaps ſhe may allow a third its 
Father, yet ſlanderouſly report it to have been much adul- 
terated in its original Complexion by Paint and Patches. 
In ſhort, ſhe fo harraſſes and torments all the Books that 
remain of Antiquity, by taking the Liberty, under Pretence 
of their being vitiated, mangled or interpolated, to add, 
ſtrike out, and amend juſt as ſhe pleaſes, that the Authors 
themſelves, if they were to come to Life again, wou'd 
not know them to be their Offspring. You ſee, Gentle- 
men, of your ſelves, without my telling you, how deſtru- 
ive this Study is to the facred Writings, For why ? 
will a learned Critic, and one that has been accuſtom'd 
to hack and burn, and treat Books of all Kinds without 
Mercy, with his deadly Pen to ſtab and wound Points, 
Syllables, Words and Sentences ; will he, I fay, refrain 
his cruel Talons from the Records of divine Wiſdom ; 
which till this Hereſy aroſe always remain'd pure 
and uncorrupted ? O intolerable ! Impudence! O 
damn'd Preſumption, deſerving to be reſtraind by eter- 
nal Puniſhments! Will You, a moſt impertinent Inter- 
medler in other People's Works, handle the divine Words 
and Sentences of Moſes and the Prophets, (written by 
Inſpiration from God, and whoſe Purity is guarded and 


watch'd by the moſt diligent College of Pontiffs,) with 


the ſame Habit of Mind, the fame Arrogance, as you 


do the duſty worm-eaten Volumes of Herodotus, Livy, 


or Tacitus? Will you compare the vile Labours of Edi- 
tors, who haſtily publiſh'd (as ſuch indeed is the fate of 
all Books) the Greek and Latin Authors for Sale, for a lit- 


tle filthy Lucre, with the Authors of Scripture ; whoſe 
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minori cura divina gubernavit providentia, quam 
ſeriptoram mentes, ne in ulla litera vel vocabulo 
peccarent, comparabis ? Ta, vitio create Cenſor, 
at omnia labefadtes, inſignes meritis & fama viros, 


qui renatis literis & rnſtaurata religione, primi 5 . 


Pis deſcripta ſacra oracula in valgus emiſere, in de- 
pravatos codices incidiſſe, & infinitis mendis macu- 
latas editiones nobis prodidiſſe adfirmabis ? Tu, quo 
major codicum manu exaratorum copia reperiatur, 
& variarum lect ionum numerus magis creſcat & 
augeatur, eo certins & ſecurius Criticos legitima 
vera verba adſerere, & ſparia ejicere poſſe, 
contendes? Quanto ad quietem publicam eccleſiae, 
quanto ad perſuaſionem vulgi ſtabiliendam adcom. 
modatius, fe confidentiae huic modo zmpoſi ito, re- 
ceptae ſemel, & probatae per eos, qui in vernacu- 
las linguas verterunt, ſcripturae acquieſcere, omnes 
etiam eruditiſſimi juberentur. Providendum eſt & 
occurrendum nvaleſcenti, & wires jam maximas, 
etiam iuter ipſos ſacrarum literarum doctores, adſe- 
cutae peſti: coercenda Criticorum infrents temeri- 
tas; adigendus, quicumque ſacris ordinibus initia- 
tur, ſacramento, ut conjuncta cum (onſortibus opera 
adulteratores ſacrorum voluminum diris & exſecra- 
tionibus devovere ne pigretur. Munienda ſanctio- 
nibus & poenis in vernaculas transfuſa linguas di- 
vina oracula + videndum omnibus, ſummis, meds, 
iufimis antiſtitibus, ue res Chriſtiana detrimentum 
capiat. Utinam felix illud, & deſideratum votis 
tempus adſulgeat, quo, ut plebi ſecuritatis exem- 
Plum praebeatur, nullus inter ſacros interpretes re- 
periatur, qui vel Hebraeos, vel Graecos, tot diſcre- 

pantibus 


4a 


K a aa frog Fa, a AU Lk oo 


—— yon ee 4 
— — * 
"Ss Bt. = aq 2 — 1 


Nee FT 
Hands and Pens divine Providence guided no leſs than their 
Underſtandings, that they ſhould not miſtake in the leaſt 
Word or Letter? Baſe recreant Critic, wilt Thou, to un- 
dermine the Foundation of all, affirm that thoſe truly 
great and deſerving Men, who upon the Revival of Learn- 
ing and Reformation of Religion, were the firſt that had 
the care of printing and publiſhing the ſacred Oracles, met 
with faulty Copies, and handed down to us bad Editions 15 
full of infinite Miſtakes ? Will You contend that, by how 1 
much greater plenty of Manuſcripts and number of vari- 1 
ous Readings there is, Critics can ſo much the more ſafe- 4 
ly and certainly pitch upon the genuin Words and reject 
the ſpurious? How much better would it be for the 
Peace of the Church, and ſettling the Belief of the Peo- 
ple, if a Stop were put to this Licentiouſneſs, and all, e- 
ven Men of the greateſt Learning, were commanded to. 
acquieſce in the Scripture, as it has been already under- 
ſtood and approv'd of by thoſe who have tranſlated it in- 
to their Mother Tongues. There ought to be Care taken 
to prevent this growing Peſtilence, which has increas'd to 
ſo great a Head even among the Doctors of Divinity 
themſelves: The. unbridled Preſumption of Critics 


1 
ought to be reſtrain d: Every one who is initiated into 
5 holy Orders ought to be oblig d by an Oath to be always 4 
. ready in Conjunction with the reſt of his Fraternity to Me 
2 curſe and excommunicate theſe Adulterers of the ſacred N 
7 Writings. The Divine Oracles, as they are tranſlated into Whit 


the ſeveral Languages of reſpective Countries, ought to be 
ſecur d with Sanctions and Penalties : The Clergy of all 


98 Orders and Degrees, whether Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Prieſts \ 195 
ſ, or Deacons, ought to look out ſharp that the Chriſtian 01413 
mn State may receive no Detriment. I wiſh that happy and | i 
1s long deſir'd Time were come, in which, as an Earneſt 17 
1 of the Church's Peace, there could not be one Preacher i 
- of the Goſpel found who would vouchſafe to handle or | 
3 look into the Hebrew and Greek Copies, mangled with fo a 
We TY many 0 
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pantibus lectiouibus deformatos, codices reſpicere ant 
tractare diguetur: ſed, ut ſtreuue jam facere coe- 
perunt, omnes ita domeſticis commentatoribus & 
interpretibus adbaereant & adquieſcant, ut nullus 
poſtbac depravandae doctrinae ex Criticorum auda- 
cia metus ſuboriatur. . | 
Satis multa jam mihi, & nimia fortaſſe vobis, 
feciſſe verba de labe & contagione literarum huma- | 
uior um videri poſſem, niſi plarimos inter dicendum 
capita coutuliſſe & admurmuraſſe animadvertiſſem, 0 
gui fortaſſe me neſcio quid omiſiſſe indignabuntur: 
{> licet optimas ſetae meae partes me profligaſſe 
& 2 gaudeant, aliquid tamen ex peſtifera 
bumanitate, magis noxium & calamitoſum, ad oti- 
ofi temporis oblectationem integrum mibi reſervaſſe 
ſuſpicabuntur. Nullam ſcilicet Poetices a me in 
recenſione damnatarum artium ratiouem efje habi- 
tam: quam ideo me forte ſilentio praeteriiſſe alter 
alteri inſuſurraut, quia, cum altaram diſciplinae 
meae partium laudes numquam potuerim adſequi, 
deterritus laboris & operis diſicultate, me cum 
multis ad carmins facilitatem contulerim. Sed, ut 
wverum fatear, A. hanc in artes, mihi olim mirabi- 
liter adamatas, orationem molienti, idem eveniſſe, 
uod emmbus, qui Poetices illecebri & ſmavitate 
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E aſc in autur, evenire ſolet, deprebendi; Nec me, 
4 licet omnia facerem, & juventutis ille calor defi- 

ciens ſaniora ſuaderet, amabilem illam inſauiam a 
1 odiſſe aut relinquere poſſe, ſum expertus. Utinam the 
1 gravem illum 2 moleſtum, ut appellaut, Deum no 
8 edfore meo excutere | Utinam ex animi ſententia tha 
IJ" | GH efficact oratione, vobis, quotquot adeftis, Poetae WU my 
©4108 & Poeteſtri, per ſuadere liceret, mbhil ſtultius, ni- mi 
7 bil a communi hominis ſenſu alienius eſſe ver ſifica- Poe 


| tore. Sed cum mſanabilis ille per omninm homi- fart 
| | vum fie 


- 


. OR ie 


ORALTITON. F3 


many different Readings : but, as they have already hear- 
tily begun, would all fo acquieſce in and adhere to the 
Commentators and Expoſitors of their own Countries, as 
never hereafter to fear their Doctrine ſhould be deprav'd by 
the Impudence of the Critics. 

I might very well be thought by this time to have fiid 
enough upon my own Account, and too much for your Pa- 
tience, concerning the Miſchiefs and ill Tendency of Humane 


Learning; if I had not taken notice that a great many, 


while I was ſpeaking, laid their Heads together in a kind of 
diſſatisfied Whiſper ; who are diſguſted perhaps that I have 


omitted ſomething : And, tho? they are very well pleas'd that 
I have routed and overthrown the Principal Branches of 


my Profeſſion, are jealous of my having given Quarter to 
ſome more dangerous deſtructive Partizan of this plaguy 
Humanity, and reſerv'd it for my own private Pleaſures: 


Particularly that I have left Poetry out of my Lift of con- 


demn'd Sciences ; which perchance they whiſper to each 
other that I have paſs d over in Silence upon this Account, 
becauſe having been diſcourag d by the Difficulty of the 
thing from attempting to make a Figure in any other 
Branch of my Profeſſion, I fell in with the general Hu- 
mour of the Age, and applied my ſelf to Poetry. But to 
ſpeak the Truth, Gentlemen, as I was making this Ora- 
tion upon thoſe Arts which I formerly ſo dearly lov'd, I 
found my ſelf in the fame Condition with all thoſe who 
are bewitch'd with the Charms of Poctry ; and that it 
was not in my Power, do all I could, to hate or forſake 
the agreeable Deluſion ; tho the Heat of Youth being 
now abated gave me better Advice. I wiſh I could ſhake 
that mighty, that importunate God, as they call him, from 
my Breaſt! I wiſh my Inclinations and my Oratory 
might ſo far ſucceed, as to convince every Poet and 
Poetaſter here, that there is nothing more fooliſh, nothing 
farther from common Senſe and Reaſon than to be a Ver- 


| iifier, But ſince that incurable Diſtemper has ſpread it 
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num ordines, actates, & ſexus ita per vaſerit mor- 


bas, us facilius olori nigro, quam homiui occurras, 
gui non aliguando dementiam ſuam in verſibus faci- 
endis declaraverit ; & cum in primis hoc inſauiae 
genere venerabilis antiſtitum ordo ita antecellat, ut 
plara ab illis, quam ab univerſo homiuum genere, 
effuſa numerentur carmina; quid tnhumanins, quid 
durius, quam hanc a me mibi & illis voluptatem 
eætorqueri? Noceat licet morum mtegritati, cor- 
rumpat vitae ſanctitatem, augeat a natura inſitam 
Jingendi & mentiend: libidinem petulans poetici in- 
geni luæuries; capiant furioſi vates ſupra modum 


idem loquendi conſuetudinem; dediſcant mor- 


tales humane loqui & cogitare : relinquatur tamen 
viris grauibus & ſeveris, qui ſe a vino & comiſſa- 
Zionihus, ab alea & omni ladicrorum genere, tam- 
quam 4 wvefaria temporis jactura ſegregarunt, haes 
anica otioſi temporis oblectatio. Blandum vocent 
furtivum, quibus eſt vena malignior, venenum, 
quod fe tacite & occulte per omnes vitae & mune- 
ris partes diſfundat; nou invideamus tamen ſacris 
oratoribus, quos a liberae eloquentiae lenociuiis ex- 
cluſimus, hanc unicam ſui admirationem commo- 
vendi facilitatem. Conſueta & contrita plebejo u- 
fur vocabula in puerorum praeceptoribus; commu- 
nem dicendi normam in lecteribus & cantoribut ; 
ex praeſcripto recitandi ſeutentias vulgatiſſimas fa- 
cilitatem in aegrotorum & miſerorum conſolatori- 
bus, laudemus. In infantibus, mulieribus & idi- 
otis, ab omni Potticae laetitiae ſenſu alienis, quoti- 
dianas & certis couceptas verbis precandi formulas, 
grae, ad faſtidium uſque & ſatietatem repetitae, 
ad patrem noſtrum in coelo temere ejiciuutur, tole- 
remus. Vos, Deorum ex ſanguine generati Pot- 
tae, quos aurea coelo counectit catena, & a limoſa 
| terra 
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{if among People of all Ranks, Ages and Sexes in ſuch 14 

a Degree, that you may ſooner meet with a black Swan, 1 

than a Man who has not at ſame time or other expos'd 

himſelf in Verſe ; and ſince the very Reverend the — 

have diftivguiſh'd themſelves in this Liſt in fo extraordi- 

nary a manner, that they may be reckon'd the Authors of 1 

more Poems than all the reſt of the World put together, | 

what wou'd be more hard and inhuman than for me to 

rob my ſelf and them of fo much Pleafure ? For tho? the 

wanton Sallies of Poetic Wit may hurt the Integrity ot 1 

our Morals, debauch the Purity of our Lives, improve 4 

our natural Propenſity to Fiction and Lying; tho enthu- _ 

ſiaſtic Poets may accuſtom themſelves to a way of ſpeak- 

ing out of all Reaſon and Belief ; tho' it may make Peo- 

ple forget to think and talk like Men; yet let this only 

Amuſement of their leifure Hours be allow'd to Perſons of 

2 grave auſtere Life, fince they deny themſelves the Liber- 

ty of drinking, feaſting and goſſiping, and ſcorn to throw 

away their precious Time with a Die, or ſtake their Repu- 

tation at any Game. Let thoſe, whole ill Nature prompts 

them, call it a flattering and ſubtle Poiſon which inſenſis 

bly diffuſes it ſelf thro! the whole Buſineſs and Tenor of * 

Life; yet let us not grudge our ſacred Orators, eſpecially 1 

ſince we have debar d them the Charms of polite Elo- "148 

quence, this only eaſy way of gaining a little Applauſe. 1 

: Let us thiak it right in Preceptors to teach their Boys the 14 

:moſt cuſtomary common Expreſſions; in thoſe that viſit 

che Sick, and comfort the afflicted, to be ready in quoting 1 

. ordinary Sentences ; and for People in the common At- lj 

- fairs of Life to uſe plain Senſe, and ſpeak fo as moſt eafily Wt 

5 to be underſtood; In Children, Women and Ideots, who have 4 

a not the leaſt taſte of Poetry, we may bear with the Forms 

and daily dry Repetitions with which they importune Our 

5 Fa her which is in Heaven, enough to make one loath and 1 

4 nauſeate Devotion. You, heavenly-born Poets, link't by 1 
a golden Chain to the azure Manſions of the Gods, who \ Ji 

are 
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put inter nubila abſcondit. 


miniſtrorum frequentia ſtipat. 


tonitrua montes ſubſudunt & eliqueſcant. 


d einde reliqua precatio, non minore ſpirits eruct᷑a- 


TT OAT 
terra ad aetherios ignes 22 remigio ſublimes 
rapit Pierium & Phoebeum oeſtrum, allegetis po- 
ius ampliſſima verborum dignitate commendabiles 
preces & vota, ad tremendam numinis inacceſſ; 
majeſtatem, ad terribilem agminum & exercitaum 
Deum, qui lucem mortalibus non adeundam habi- 
tat; qui in excelſiſſimis coeli palatiis domicilio col- 
locato, nubibus volucribus & nimboſis, ut ſolo in- 
ambulat, illiſque ut curru triumphali, per aera in- 


ꝛectus, eiſdem ut magnifica & ſplendenti veſte a- 


micitur; Qui caput lumine, cujus adſpectum nemo 
ſuſtinere poteſt, radiatum, velut flammanti diade- 
mate circumdat. Qui regalem & coruſcantem thro- 
num poſuit in ſupremis coeli tabulatis, pedibus vero 
terrae ut ſcabello innititur, & ſolo ingredieus ca- 
Cujus ſolium centies & 
millies centena millia ſatellitum, & iunumerabilis 
Cujus gloriam pi- 
ceae noctis denſiſſima caligo, & ratilantis diei luci- 
difſimus ſplendor, ſiderum & ſtellarum exſultantes 


chort, mirifico concentu enuntiant & enarrant. Cu- 


jus horriſona voce coelum, terra maria concuti- 


untur & tremiſcunt. Ex cujus ignivomo ore flam- 
mae omnia devorantes emicant. Ad cujus denique 
Hunc- 
cine ego animae humillimae & ad terram ſemper 
adfixae ſubitum in altiſſima volatum deprimerem, 
qui toties ad Poetas dithyrambicos me adgregare 
ſtudeus, vertice ſublimi * pulſare adfectavi? 
Hanc in precando pompam & magnificentiam Poe- 
ticam gravarer, qui ſaepiſſime inter tot ſonora Dei 
cognomina, & cumulatos, quot neque in i hs 


Baccho Maenades inclamabant, titulos, tanto hor- 


rore perculſus obſtupui, ut omni ſenſu orbatus, quid 


a, 
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are hurried aloft from the dampy Ground on your breezy 
Wings toward the Etherial Fires by a Pierian and a Phe- 
bean Rage, you will rather adopt Prayers and Addrefles 
recommended in a glorious Pomp of Words, To the tre- 
mendous Majeſty of the inacceſſible Deity, To the terrible 
Lord God of Hoſts, who inhabits the Light not to be ap- 
proach'd by Mortals ; Who having his Dwelling-place in 
the higheſt Palaces of Heaven, walks upon the tempeſtuous 
flying Clouds as upon the Ground, and riding upon the 
ſame thro? the Air as in a Triumphal Chariot, is likewiſe 
doath'd with them as with a glorious ſhining Robe ; Who 
crowns his Head with radiant Light as with a flaming 
Diadem, fo that no Creature is able to behold it ; Who 
has plac'd his regal dazling Throne upon the higheſt Beams 
of Heaven, but treads on the Earth with his Feet as on 2 
Footſtool, and walking upon the Ground hides his Head 
among the Clouds; Round about whoſe Throne are a 
hundred thouſand times a hundred thouſand Hoſts, and an 
innumerable Attendance of miniſtring Spirits ; Whoſe 
Glory the moſt thick Darkneſs of pitchy Night, and the 
moſt bright Splendor of the lightſom Day, the joyful 
Choirs of Sun, Moon and Stars, do tell forth and degjare 


in a wonderful Concert ; At whoſe dreadful Voice, Hea- 


yen, Earth and Seas quake and tremble ; From whoſe 
fiery Mouth all-devouring Flames are darted forth; And 
at whoſe Thundrings the Mountains fink down and melt. 
Should I then damp and repreſs this ſudden ſoaring Flight 
of the poor earthly groveling Soul? I ? who, ſo often 


endeavouring to herd with the Pindaric Throng, have 


Apir d to ſtrike the Stars with my lofty Head. Should I 
be for aboliſhing this Poetic Pomp and Magnificence in 
Prayer? I? who at the rumbling Epithets of God, and, 
Titles more accumulated than the drunken Menades ever 
applied in their Orgies to Bacchus, have been often ſtruck 
with fuch Awe as has made me quite ſenſeleſs, and in- 


capable of underſtanding what the remaining part of the 


Prayer 5 


22 os 
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put inter nubila abſcondit. Cujus ſolium centies oy 


| jus horriſoua voce coelum, terra & maria concuti- 


ticam gravarer, qui ſaepiſſime inter tot ſonora Dei 
Baccho Maenades inclamabant, titulos, tanto hor- 


 deinde reliqua precatio, non minore ſpiritu eructa- 


= ORATEO 
terra ad aetherios ignes | pag remigio ſublimes 
rapit Pierium & Phoebeum oeſtrum, allegetis po- 
tius ampliſſima verborum dignitate commendabiles 
preces & vota, ad tremendam numinis inacce ſſi 
majeſtatem, ad terribilem agminum & exercituum 
Deum, qui lucem mortalibus non adeundam habi- 
tat; qui in excelſiſſimis coel: palatiis domicilio col- 
locato, nubibus volucribus & nimboſis, ut ſolo in- 
ambulat, illiſque ut curru triumphali, per aëra in- 
wedtus, eiſdem ut magnifica & ſplendenti veſte a- 
micitur; Qui caput lumine, cujus adſpectum nemo 
ſuſtinere poteſt, radiatum, velut flammanti diade- 
mate circumdat. Qui regalem & coruſcantem thro- 
num poſuit in ſupremis coeli tabulatis, pedibus vero 
rerrae ut ſcabello inaititur, & ſolo ingredieus ca- 


-_ a_ 


millies centena millia ſatellitum, & iunumerabilis 
miuiſtrorum frequentia ſtipat. Cujus gloriam pi- 
ceae noctis deuſiſſima caligo, & rutilantis diei luci- 
diſſimus ſplendor, ſiderum & ſtellarum exſultantes 


chort, mirifico concentu enuntiant & enarrant. Cu- 


untur & tremiſcunt. Ex cujus ignivomo ore flam- 
mae omnia devorantes emicant. Ad cujus denique 
tonitrua montes ſubſidunt & eliqueſcunt. Hunc- 
cine ego animae humillimae & ad terram ſemper 
adfixae ſubitum in altiſſima volatum deprimerem, 
qui toties ad Poetas dithyrambicos me adgregare 
ſtudens, vertice ſublimi y" pulſare adfectavi? 
Hanc in precando pompam & magnificentiam Poe- 


cognomina, & cummulatos, quot neque in _ 


rore perculſus obſtupui, ut omni ſenſu orbatus, quid 


2 
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are hurried aloft from the dampy Ground on your breezy 
Wings toward the Etherial Fires by a Pierian and a Phe- 
bean Rage, you will rather adopt Prayers and Addreſſes 
recommended in a glorious Pomp of Words, To the tre- 
mendous Majeſty of the inacceſſible Deity, To the terrible 
Lord God of Hoſts, who inhabits the Light not to be ap- 
proach'd by Mortals; Who having his Dwelling-place in 
the higheſt Palaces of Heaven, walks upon the tempeſtuous 
flying Clouds as upon the Ground, and riding upon the 
fame thro the Air as in a Triumphal Chariot, is likewiſe 
doath'd with them as with a glorious ſhining Robe; Who 
_ crowns his Head with radiant Light as with a flaming 
Diadem, fo that no Creature is able to behold it ; Who 
has plac'd his regal dazling Throne upon the higheſt Beams 
of Heaven, but treads on the Earth with his Feet as on a 
Footſtool, and walking upon the Ground hides his Head 
among the Clouds; Round about whoſe Throne are a 
hundred thouſand times a hundred thouſand Hoſts, and an 
innumerable Attendance of miniſtring Spirits; Whoſe 
Glory the moſt thick Darkneſs of pitchy Night, and the 


moſt bright Splendor of the lightſom Day, the joyful 


Choirs of Sun, Moon and Stars, do tell forth and declare 


in a wonderful Concert ; At whoſe dreadful Voice, Hea- 
ven, Earth and Seas quake and tremble ; From whoſe 


fiery Mouth all- devouring Flames are darted forth; And 
at whoſe Thundrings the Mountains fink down and melt. 
Should I then damp and repreſs this ſudden YH Flight 
of the poor earthly groveling Soul? I? who, ſo often 


endeavouring to herd with the Pindaric Throng, have 


aſpir'd to ſtrike the Stars with my lofty Head. Should I 
be for aboliſhing this Poetic Pomp and Magnificence in 
Prayer? I? who at the rumbling Epithets of God, and, 
Titles more accumulated than the drunken Menades ever 
applied in their Orgies to Bacchus, have been often ſtruck 
with fuch Awe as has made me quite ſenſeleſs, and in- 
capable of underſtanding what the remaining part of the 
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 wilitatem & ſententiarum bumilitatem ad plebem 


verborum corticem oberrans, à divinis vatum inter- 


abdita F abſcoudita ſub vocabulis myſteria pene- 


ſet, niſi poetici divinae dodtrinae antiſtites praeiviſ- 


mine, Chriſti natales, 


 depinxiſſe principis humani generis Adami integri- 


num ver, pulcherrimam in viridario coeleſti ſen- 


ta, a Deo tam horrifico contenderet, plane non in- 
telligerem * Egone his deliciis a puero infatuatns, 
in Poetico buccinatore voces nova forma percuſſas, 
& ſeſquipedalem in modum ita extenſas, ut vel u- 


na aurem implere poſſit, reprobarem? Egone in- 


nutritus figuris, & tralationibus audaciſſimis, 4 
graudiloquentiſſimo praecone non omnem verborum 


delegarem ? Immo vero ego adhuc in Homeri, Vir- 
gili: & Naſonis mei elegantiis haerens, & circa 


pretibus diſcere dedignarer, qua via & ratione in 


trarem ? Quis enim noſtrum, qui fine ulla religiong 


Poetas tractare ſolemus, ſuſpicari N potniſe 


fent, longe alia fuiſſe Trojauae & Romanae urbi 
fata, quam vel valgus ex commentitiis & abſurdit 
fabulis, wel doctiſſimi rats hard ex Heraclidae 
Allegorizs, vel Falgentis Continentia Virgiliana 
ſibi finxerunt ? 215 adfirmare umquam auſus fuiſ- 
ſet, Iſracliticae & Chriſtianae eccleſiae tmaginem, 
Thade, Odyſſea & Aeneide adumbrari ? Quis, ni 
graviſſimi omnium temporum Praeſules praemon- 
ſtraſſent, iu animum inducere ſuſtinuiſſet, Virgi- 
lium in divina illa Ecloga quarta, ſub Salonini no- 

2 temporis beati reparatio- 
nem praecinuiſſe? Quis Ovidium in elaborata ills, 
& omnibus coloribus expreſſa aurei ſeculi tabula, 


ratem & excellentiam ? Perpetuum illud & aeter- 


per forentis innocentiae eſſe effigiem ; cujus ſpas 
rium cum Jupiter, labente 14 deterius homine, con. 
traxerit, & annum in quatuor tempeſtates deſcri. 
tſerit, quatuor ſimul omninm, quibus * 
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Prayer, belcht out in the fame Spirit, intended to ask of 
ſo terrifying a God. Should I, who have been mad after 
theſe Delights from my Childhood, pretend to find fault 
with the entertaining Strains of a Poctic Trumpeter, 
which are warbled out in ſo lengthen'd a Note, that one 
of them can fill the Far ? Should I, who ſuckt in Me- 
taphor with my Milk, and ſtudied bold Tranſitions 
when I firſt learnt to walk, be againſt baniſhing the humble 
low Stile from the ſublime Preacher, and confining it to 
the vulgar Laity ? ' Nay bit ſhould I, charm'd as I am 
with the Elegancies 'of Homer, Virgil, or my dear Ovid, 
lre fumbling with the Beauties of their Expreſſions, and 
diſdain to learn from the divine Interpreters of the Pro- 
phets the way to penetrate into the private Myſteries con- 
ceal'd under thoſe Expreſſions ? For which of us, who 
a2 us'd to handle the Poets without any Religion, unleſs 
ſome Poetical Divines had broken the Way for us, could 
ever have ſuſpected that the Deſtinies of Troy and Rome 
were quite other Things than what ordinary People have 
fancied from the abſurd filly Fables of them, or the moſt 
karned Commentators from the Allegories of Heraclides 
or Fulgentius's Continentia Virgiliana, Who would ever 
have dar d to aver that a Type of the Fewiſh and Chriſtian 
Church were ſhadow'd under the Iliad, Odyſſee, and Æneid? 
Who, unleſs the graveſt Prelates that ever Tr d had pointed 
it out, could have taken it into his Head, that Virgil, in 
that divine Poem his fourth Eclogue, under the name of 
daloninus, had foretold the Birth of Chriſt, and the Approach 
of that bleſſed Time? Or that Ovid, in that elaborate Piece, 
where in ſuch fine colouring he paints the golden Age, 
had deſcrib'd the Integrity and Excellence of Alam the 
Author of Mankind? That the perpetual and uninterrupted 
Spring was a Repreſentation of the ever blooming Inno- 
cence in Paradiſe; whoſe Space when Jupiter, upon 
Man's falling into Wickedneſs, had ſhorten'd, and divided 


the Year into four Scaſons, that they preſignified the four 


Stages 


2 
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ane 
eſt orbis, temporum decurſus praefignifieaſſe. Ver 


jam imminutum, bre vem illum & caducum huma- 
nae felicitatis forem; Aeſtatem ipſi pro imam, 


inflammatum in omues libidiues & flagitia hominis 
aeftum ; Autumnum, maturitatem & plenam, per 
Frugiferum Servatoris adventum, ubertatem; Hye- 
mem denique ultima illa, quae nunc vivimus, tem- 
pora, . quibus omnia pietatis & ſanctitatis ſtudia 


frigent & pos rg deſignare. Jovem in terras 
a 


delapſum, ipſam exprimere. Dei tremendi praeſen- 
tiam, qua Lycaouem, Cainum notum feritate par- 
ricidam, ejuſque ſequaces, lupos verius quam homi- 
wes, dignis ſupplicus adfecit; vel potius, quia ſub 
humana imagine terras luſtraſſe canitur, oe veriſ- 
ſimam Chriſti figuram, qui iuhoſpita luporum, id 
eſt, ipſo interprete, Phariſacoram & Scribarum 
tecta ſubierit. In Deucalione Noachum, in Apol- 
line, mundi oculo, omnia illuſtraute, & ſerpenten 
immanem, oracula divina obſidentem, telis coufici- 
ente, praenuutiari ſolem Fuſtitiae Chriſtum, lucem 
omnibus genutibus ſalutarem, medicum ſimul deſpe- 
ratae ſalutis hominam, & fibi adverſantium per- 
ditorem; qui antiquum illum anguem, Daemonum 
principem, telis juſtitiae & verbi ſui iuteremit. 
In tripode Chriſti corpus, bumanam naturam, & 
divinam potentiam; in cithara, quae chordis ten- 
ditur, nervos Chriſti in cruce eæpanſos, quibus tri- 
ſtes & damnati mortales exhilarantur, latere. 
Totam denique, ne ſingula evoluam, Metamorpbo. 
ſebn ſeriem eſſe manifeſtam praeteriti & futur 
temporis deſignationem ; & longe aliud quid, quan 
literae & verba indicant, notare; & in Naſon 
non minus, quam in Cajaphae mentem vatic inandi 
vim ſe inſinuaſſe. O incredibilem acuminis Poetic 
vim! O ſtupeudam veri per tot umbras & nebu. 
las perſſzicientiam] O ineabauſtam ingeniis * 
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Stages of Time which the World is to laſt. That the 
ing, as it W reducd,  fhew'd the ſhortliv'd fading 
Flower of human Happineſs i in the Garden; The Summer, 
which is next to it, that hot raging Luſt by which Men 
were inflam'd to all manner of wicked inordina Deſires; 


Autumn, the plentiful Harveſt and fruitful Vintage occa- | 4 
ſion d by the ſea ſonable coming of our Saviour; And laſtly 1 
Winter, theſe latter Days in which we live, wherein all 13 
affections of Piety and Holineſs are quite cold and frozen. [i 
ba Fupiter's coming down. upon Earth, paints out rhe 1+ 
very Preſence of the tremendous God when he executed © If 


condiga puniſhment upon that Lycaon, Cain the Parricide 
and his Afﬀociates, more truly Wolves than Men; or ra- 
ther, becauſe he is fung to have travel over the Earth in 
| the Form of a Man, that it is a moſt true repreſentation 
of Chriſt, who went under the inhoſpitable Roofs of thoſe 
2 as he himſslf calld them, the Scribes and Phari- 


f That Noah is couch d under Deucalionz and that in 
g — the Eye of the World, who gives Light to all 
„ Things, and flew the vaſt Serpent that lay before the Ni- 


vine Oracles, Chriſt the Sun of Righteouſneſs is foretold, 
that ſaving Light to all Nations, both a Phyſician to the 
deſperate Caſe of Mankind, and a Deſtroyer of all that op- 
poſe him; -who with the Weapons of Righteouſneſs and 

his Word flew. that old t, the Prince of the Devils. 1 
That by the Tripos are ſignifled the Body of Chriſt, his 4 
buman Nature and Divine Power; by the Harp, which is i 

ſtrung with Strings, the Sinews of Chriſt ſtrain'd upon the ; 
Croſs, by which poor damn'd Souls are made merry. In $| 
ſhort, not to mention any more, that the whole Series of oi 

the Metamorphoſes is a manifeſt Reſemblance of the Time 1} Bib 
paſt and to come; and ſignifies quite another Thing than 
the Letters and Words imply; and that Ovid was taken 
with as great a Fit of Propheſying as Caiaphas, O in- 
credible Force of a Poetic Sight! O amazing Diſcovery of 
the d thro' fo _ Clouds and Shadows! O inex- 

G hauſtible 
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dis materiem! quae in minutiſſima ſacrorum va- 
rum carmina immenſae mol:s & ponderis commen- 


tarios nobis quotidie producet. Tene ego ſacris con- 
cionibus ef ectam, tene ego ad otroſos & nugaces 
verſiſicatores relegatam vellem? Immo vero, cum 
zam benignam te mihi, tam facilem hodie te, diva 
Poefis, omnibus praebeas, ita precor, ita voves, ut 
dulciſſima inſaniae tuae omnibus in Academiis, tem- 
plis, concionibns, coetibus, libris & ſermonibus ve- 


Nigia impreſſa relinquere ne deſiſtas. 


Sed mittendos taudem majorum gentium Docto- 
res, tempus, quod prae farore nibil ſentienti fere 
eMuxit, admonet; & ſatis jam mihi divinos vates 
propitiatos, aeternamque me ab Antiſtitibus, quod 
ram liberali auimo meas ipſe damnaverim & eju- 


raverim artes, gratiam iniiſſe confido. Major mi- 


hz & juſtior a conſcriptis Furis prudentium Patri- 
bus metus injicitur: non enim ea docilitate, qua 
divini juris interpretes celebrantur, humanarum 
legum ſequeſtros cenſeri novi. Principatum etiam 
zuter illos teuere non 1gnoro, qui pe per- 
vicaciter, omnia humanitatis ſtudia juris ſcientiae 
zudiſſolubili nexu ſocianda eſſe, pertendunt; nec fa- 
cile hoc Palladium, aut Diomedea vi, aut Ulixeo 
dolo ſibi eripi patientur. Immo familiam inter eos 
ducere ſcio, qui non modo hiſtoriae veteris lumine 
obſcuras legum latebras ſemper eſſe illuſtrandas, ſed 
ipſum juris Romani ſtudium (en quo pervenimus) 
aobiliſſimam antiquae hiſtoriae partem eſſe diſcipu- 
lis perſuadere conantur. Quos neque Papiniani dig- 
witas, neque Ulpiani auctoritas, neque ipſius Fuſti- 
niani, glorioſiſſimi imperatoris, majeſtas deterret, 
ut a ſacratiſſimo legum codice Criticas manus ab- 
ſtineant; qui in 1 literis, verbis, & inter- 
Puunctionibus dies nocteſque babitantes, ſua opera 

omnes 
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hauſtible Fund for improving of Ingenuity! which will 
erery Day produce ſuch weighty and ſignificant Obſerva- 
tions upon the moſt trivial Writings of the Holy Poets. 
Should I go to baniſh Thee from Sacred Sermons, and 
confine Thee to idle trifling Rhimers? Yea rather, ſince 
Thou, Goddeſs Poetry, haſt been ſo kind to me, and art 


ſtill fo indulgent and eaſy to every Body, I make it my 


Prayer, my Wiſh, that Thou wouldſt never ceaſe to leave 
the dear Impreſſions of thy Enthuſiaſm in all the Univer- 
ſities, Churches, Sermons, Convocations, Books and Diſ- 


courſes in the World. 
But the Time, which has run away almoſt inſenſibly 


while was ſpeaking with ſo much Warmth, at length 
puts me in Mind that it is proper to diſmiſs the Doctors 


of the upper Region; and I am confident that I have ſuf- 
ficiently apologiz d for Divine Poetry, and laid an eternal 
Obligation upon the Clergy, in having ſo diſintereſtedly 
damn'd and exploded my own Profeſſion. I have much 
greater and juſter Reaſon to be afraid of the Fathers of the 
Law: For I know that the Sollicitors of human Cau- 
ſes are not thought ſo likely to be my Converts, as the 


Barriſters of Divinity. The chief of whom I am ſenſible 


are ſuch as obſtinately and ſtifly contend, that all human 
Studies ought inſeparably to be join'd with the knowledge 
of the Law: and will not ſuffer this Palladium to be taken 
from them, either by Force or Stratagem. Nay I am cer- 
tain there are ſome amongſt them, who endeavour to per- 
ſuade their Scholars, not only that the obſcure parts of the 
Law ought always to be illuſtrated by the light of Ancient 
Hiſtory, but that the very Study of the Roman Law ( ſee 
what we are come to!) is it {elf the moſt noble Part of 
Ancient Hiſtory: Whom neither the Dignity of Papinian, 
nor the Authority of UDipian, nor the Majeſty of Fuſtinian 
himſelf, that glorious Emperor, can overawe, ſo as to keep 
their criticizing Clutches from the moſt -hallow'd Code of 


the Laws: Who goring Night and Day over every Let- 
G 2 ter, 
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omnes formofiſſimi corporis mendas elus poſſe ja. 
tant, Flos tacitus practerire decrevi; deſperatis 
enim medici negant remedia eſſe adhibenda ; & ip- 
ſe praeter modum extimeſts, ne injecta many me, 
nom modo ut emanſorem, ſed ad viliores artes tranſ- 
fagam reprehendant, & iuterdicto mecum couten- 
dant. Sed fi jam Academiis excladar, ad forum 
diam obfirmabo, ubi facile legulejis & pragmaticis, 

z! plorioſae vocis ſubſidio miſerorum fortunas de- 
Fw unt, perſuaſurum me puto, ne lucroſam illam 
& Yonoratam artem per ingenuarum contagionem 


extabeſcere, & ad meniicitatem projici patiantur, 


Nec tamen omnis ſpes ita evolavit, ut nullos ex A.- 
cademicis patribus in partes trahere deſperem. Con- 
tractae certe & compendiariae Furiſprudeutiae do- 
cores, fi jam non mei ſint, nullo negotio concthiatu- 
ras efſe videor + hos enim, cam ad nudum lingua» 
rum & eloquentiae nomen toto corpore exhorreſ- 
cant, & ſua ſponte nullam umquam humantoris 
diſcipliuae partem attigeriut, & omui ronatn diſci- 
pulos ab ea dehortentar, exſultaturos ſpero, ubi in- 
rer ipſos literatores, me facilitatis & laborum fug ae 
patronum ſe reperiſſe triumphabunt. Hos, fi à Grae- 
cae linguae aſu deterrere vellem, idem foret, ac ſi, 
ne Lapporum aut Finnorum linguam, unde nullum 
2 poreſt lucrum, addiſcere vellent, rogarem. 
i: promptis & ad quotidianam garrulitatem para- 
aims magiſtrit, munditiem & exactum ſer moni: 
Latini nitorem commendare vellem, non plus profi- 
cerem, quam ſi Sarmatas & Pannenios a Gothicae 
vel Langebaraicae linguae facilutate ad Cicerouia- 
nam dicendi moleſtiam transferre conarer, Ad elo- 
quentiae ſtudia, & dicendi ſcribendigue exercita- 
tionem, vos, Juris breviſſimi caudidati, extitare 
nihil attinet; cum ex bac Academica 1 e vo- 
l F Ct ears vhs Bs vt Ian, 
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ter. Word and Interpunction, boaſt that by their Help all 
the Imperfections of that beautiful Body. may be done a- 
way. Theſe I am determin'd to paſs over in ſilence; for 
it is'the opinion of Phyſicians, that no Remedy ought to 
be applied, where the Patient is paſt. Hopes: And I am in 
no ſmall Fear, leſt they ſhould ſeize me not only as an E- 
loper, but as a Deſerter to viler Arts, and treat me like an 
Outlaw, But if I ſhould for this be expell'd the Univerſi- 
ties, I will enter my: {elf at the-Inns of Court, where I 
fancy I ſhall eaſily perſuade the little Pettifoggers and At- 
torneys, who by the mighty Operation of- their glorious 
Voice defend the Fortunes of the miſerable, never to ſuffer 
their honourable and advantageous Profeſſion to pine away 
and be reduc'd to Beggary by the Contagion of. ingenuous 
Learning. Nor have I fo far loſt all Hopes as: to deſpair of 
gaining over to my Side, ſome. of the Seniors of our Uni- 
verſities. Certainly, if they are not mine already, I ſhall- 
have but little trouble in bringing over: the Doctors of the 
ſhort compendiary Law. They I hope will triumph with 
great Joy, to find even among the Men of. Letters one 
who is an Advocate for Inaccuracy and taking as little 
pains as poſſible; ſince they ſhudder all over at the bare 
mention of the Languages and Eloquence; and never 

meddled with any part of human Learning themſelves, but 
always induſtriouſly diſcourag'd their Scholars from it. If 
J were to go to diſſuade theſe from learning Greek, it 
would be the fame as deſiring them not to learn the 
Tongues of Lapland or Finland, which they can't expect 
to get the leaft Advantage by. If I were to recommend 
to theſe nimble Tongue-Pads the Beauty and Elegance of 
Latin, it would fignify juſt as much as if 1 ſhould endea- 
' your to perſuade the Goths and Vandals to. forſake their 
natural Barbariſm, and be at the Trouble to. expreſs them- 
ſelves in the Elegance of Cicero. It is of no Moment to 
put You, Gentlemen, who are defign'd for the common 


ö Law, upon the Studies of Eloquence, of ſpeaking and wri- 
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lastet, non humanos ſonor edere, ſed pitarum rity 
Conviciari,. ant canina verba latrare; ner firero, 
fed cum omnium gentium & nationnm fecibus com- 
miæto, ſermone chartas inquinare promtiſſime diſce- 
zis. Ad Hiſtortaram & wveteris memoriae immenſa 
75 vos excurrere juberem? quorum iꝑſi magiſtri, 

ſecurue navigationis gubernatoret, numquam ra- 
rem Furis Oceano, in quo tot brevia, tot ſcopuli, 
committere ſunt auſi, ſed clauſis in piſtinis, & la- 
«nba, cymba tantum ladere cum diſcipnlis tonſue- 
werunt. A Critica temeritate non modo Profeſſo- 


ret, omnem dijudicandi vim conviciis proſcindenter, 


Sed in primis recocti in foro proclamatores vos faci- 
Ie revorabunt, qui exſetranda Criticorum tapita 
tot diris devovere folent, eoſque quotidiana erimiua- 
zione falſarum & corruptarum tabnlarum ex Lege 
Cornelia reos agere non dgſiſtunt. Qui judicum au- 
ribus otclamare non 8 Criticornm audacia 
855 quae certar & definitae eſſe debent, convelli 
5 evertt ; omne jur, bonum & æquum deleri, &, 
nift modus huic temeritati imponatur, brevi omnia 
Jura dubia, incerta, & judicum religionem ſolu- 
ti ſimam fore, non vane eminantur. A Poetico fu. 
rore illos, qui praeter alios Prudentes appellari ad- 
Jectaut, retrahers nihil eſt negotii- Ab hoc enim 
mentis vitio alienifÞmi ſemper habiti legum condi- 
zores & interpretes, qui, cum omnem mgent vim 
& mentis aciem in enodandis legum laqueit, in 
rorquendis in cauſſam ſuam Principum & Senata- 
um decretis, in prudeutum 7 dubiis & per- 
plexis excutiendis, obtudernnt & conſumpſerunt, 
aihil fere ſibi caloris & 8 efundendo carmint 
Jupereſſe deprehendunt. Nam ludere & jocart eos, 
inter facilioris Juritprudeutiae doctores, credatis, 


5 Poeticam Poetarum veterum meditationem 


omani juris ſtudio ſociandam efſe clamant, Ne 
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dog wellz ſince immediately upon your being let fly out 11 
of this Cage of the Univerſity, you will readily leatn not $15 
to utter human Sounds, but to ſcold like Magpies, or ſnarl 13 
like' Dogs; and to ſeribble no one intire Language, but 13 
one made up of the Dreggs of all Nations and Countries. = | 
Shou'd I order you to ſally out into the ſpacious Fields of 15 


ancient Times and Hiſtories? When your Maſters, like ſafe 
Pilots, have never ventur'd to launch their Law-Frigate 


into an Ocean, where there are ſo many Rocks and 1 
Quickſunds, but chooſe rather to divert their: Scholars 4 
with a ſmall Skiff z Lakes and Fiſhponds. . *Tis not on- ft 
ly your Proſeſſors, tho they rail heartily at all pretenders to 1 


nice Diſtinction, but the old ſmoaky Pleaders in Court, 
that will eaſily keep you from running into the Preſump- 
tion of being Critics; who load that dammd Fraternity 
with ſo many Curſes, and indite them every Day up- 
on the Statute of Forgery. Who eternally dun the Judges 39 
in the Ears with infermation of Acts, that, inſtead of bes» 1 
ing certain and expreſs, are mangled and perverted by the 1 
Boldneſs of the Critics: that all Right, Juſtice, and Equity 
are deſtroy d: and that unleſs a ſtop be put to theſe raſh pro- | 
ceedings, they verily believe, in a ſhort time the Laws them» | 

| ſelves will become doubtful and uncertain, and the Judges | 


turn Freethinkers. I ſhall have little trouble to difluade from 


| a Poetical Phrenzy, thoſe who above others affect to be i 
ſtybd Learned in the Law: For the Compilers and Inter- 1 
; preters of Laws have always been reckon'd very free from "4 
that Diſtemper; who being oblig d to hammer out and 1 
fend all the vigour of their Fancy, and ſharpneſs of 165 
lavention, in unraveling knotty Points, in wreſting De- 0 
, I crces and Acts of Parliament to ſerve their purpoſe, in dif- F 
cuſſing the dubious and perplex d anſwers of Council, find). At 
, I they have but little Fire and Heat left for Poetical Pro- 1 
1 ductions. For you muſt needs think thoſe facetious Do- 24 
Cors of the Law are only in jeſt, who ſay, that Poetry ＋ 
e ud reading the old Poets ought to be join'd with the 4 4 
. | | Study fl 
h | 
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eredatis ex animi ſententia, res tam diverſas, © 
tam lowgo a ſe ſpatio disjunctas illos in nnum velle 
conducęere; ſed haec, dicis cauſſa, ut ipſi amant. lo- 
Jui, £ quia aliud, quod dicerent, - 408 habebant, 
in populum 1deo effundere, ut gloriofis hls litera- 


| 

| { 

rum & eloquentiae magiſtris vices reddant : ſolent | 
enim illi, ventoſo - Cicerone non minores ſpiritus , 
gerentes, ſe quoque triduo profiteri - poſſe Fariſpru- 
- dentiam, praedicare. Non abſurde ergo, nullit um- - 
quam ſacris Poeticis- 1nitiati, ſed.call:di juris ſchola- 
- flici interpretes, ſe quoque, ſi ſtomachum illis lite- l 
ratores commoveaut, repente inuitis Muſit, Apolli- t 
ze irato, : Poetas prodire poſſe, oftentant. Nam tri- 4 
tam ullam literatis ad carmina viam numquam in- i 
gredi dignatos, nec vanam Poeſeos laudem & glo- N 
riam eos vehementer adfectare, verſus. domeſtica in- te 
cude effedti, & metu legis Fabiae, uullo colore anti- th 
guitatis tincti, aperte — Shae; Kelinquite ergo, as 
i velis remiſque fugite, Themidis aureae alumni, Be 
pannoſas famelicoram artes, & ad quaeſtuariam Fa 
cauſſidicinam (ignoſcite verbo vobis vernaculo) ' om- a 
tes nervos iuteudite, mibique, quod tam fructiferi | 
& ſalutaris conſilii auctor exſtiterim, vel. putins MW 
compendiorum inventoribus, qui vos uno ſaltu ex a 


 daars literariis in amphiſſimam cariae & for: luceni 
tranſtulerunt, aeternas gratias debete. G 
Si vero ab ullo eruditorum ordine mihi gratia fit 
inc unda, veſter, o ſalutis humanae praeſides & con- 
ſervatores, fauor & benevolentia accuratius nunc 
mihi eſſet concilianda. Et nift ambitio, qua me Gu 
tam ſtudioſe in priorum claſſium amicitiam inſinua- tip 
re tentavi, tempus eripuiſſet, longa oratione tam nſy 
Jedulos ſalubritatis noſtrae cuſtodes delenirem. Often: 8 
derem, nihil eſſe importunius, nihil crudelius moles plen 
fits illis literarum magiſtris, qui incolumitatis pu- Cor 
Alicae vigiles ah operoſa illa arte, quae nec dies otio- 1 


ſos, 


» 
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Study of the Roman Law. Don't imagin they are ſe- 


rious when they would unite Things of ſuch very diffe- 
rent Natures, but only. ſpeak it for Form's fake; and, be- 
cauſe they have nothing elſe to ſay, advance this to amuſe 


the People, that they may quit ſcores with the Profeffors 


of Eloquence and Learning: who being as vainglorious as 
Tully himſelf, brag that they can make themſelves Maſters 
of the civil Law in three Days. Therefore {ay the cunning 
Profeſſors of the Law, very a propos, tho never initiated 
into the Myſteries of Poetry, if the Men of Letters raiſe 
their Spleen, that they too can immediately commence Poets 
in ſpite of either Apollo or the Moſes. For the Verſes made 
in their own Language, and, for fear of the Fabian Law, 
without the leaſt tincture of Antiquity in them, mani- 
felly demonſtrate that they never vouchſaf d to tread in 
the vulgar Path that leads to Poetry, nor were very ambi- 


tious of a Reputation that way. Fly therefore, ye Sons of 


golden Themis, and quit with ſpeed theſe ragged beggarly 
Arts, and apply your ſelves with all might and main to 
the gainful Vocation of the Law; where You are ſure of 
being reliev d; and own your ſelves eternally oblig'd to 
me, who have given you ſuch uſeful Counſel, or rather 
to the Authors of Abridgements, who tranſport you at 
one jump from School, to blaze in open Light before the 
Courts of Juſtice. _ | 
Now if I had a Mind to ingratiate my ſelf with 
any particular Order of learned Men, I ſhould take tho 
moſt Pains to obtain your favour and goedwill, ye 
Guardians: and Cenſervers of human. Health, And if 
the Ambition. with which I ſo earneſtly endeavour d to 
inſinuate my ſelf into the Friendſhip of the two foregoing 
Claſſes, had not too far waſted my Time, I ſhould com- 
plement with a long Speech ſuch diligent Stewatds of our 
Conſtitutions.” I would ſhew that nothing is more imperti- 
nent, nothing more cruel than thoſe troubleſome Maſters 
of Learning, who. would call off the Watchmen po 
ic 
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ſos, nec notes quietas concedit, ad nugaces & yi. 
tae humanae inutiles doctrinas avocare ſtudent; c 
humanitatis commentitiae Profeſſores, qui ſectae 
ſuae otioſis oblectamentis occupatiſſimos interpellare 
iuſtituunt, non de illis modo, ſed de univerſo orbe 
peſſime mereri. Vacabitue vobis, Aeſculapii & Hy. 
giae ſacerdotes, quibus nec ad cibum, nec ad ſom- 
num capiendum tempora fuperſunt, ad Grammati- 
corum tricas ocnlos adjicere, ad pueriles de vocabu- 
his, & ridiculas de miuutiſſimis rebus contentiones 
mentem adplicare? Novi multos Eræci ſapientis 
dictum jadare, fi non eſſent Medici, nihil inep- 
tins Grammaticis fore. Sed /z quid ſalts, aut veri 
in trito didterio inſit, in eos unice Medicos, qui iuu- 
tilibus artibus erudlitos ſe oſtendunt, congruere exi- 
ſtimo: & mihil ineptius eſſe Medico, linguarum 
docto, eloquentiae ſtudio ſe efferent, in Hiſtoriarum 
ſcientia curioſo, & Poetices illecebris depravato, 
conſentire poſſum. Quicumque enim duo certiſſi- 
mae artis principia & fundamenta, jam ab Hippo- 
cratis ae uo jacta, Rationem & Experientiam eſſe 
fateatur, illico & facile ineptiſſimum eſſe medicum, 
gui ullam temporis partem iu humanioris ſtudii me- 
ditationem inſumit, negare non ſuſtinebit. Ad ra- 
tiouem excolendam & perpoliendam, quid, quaeſo, 
artium, quibus nulla conſtat ratio, ſtudia conferre 
poſſent, cum & ſurdoram & mutorum mentibus in- 
credibilem ſollertiam ingeneratam miremur? ad u- 
ſum confirmandum, quid confuſa & imperfecta lin- 
guarum cognitio faciet, cum indoctiſſimos & ruaes 
aptiores ſanandis morbis vulgo judicari, & longa 
remediorum experientia famam & auctoritatem ſibi 
invidendam conſtituere, quotidie videamns? An ca- 
rioſa veterum monumenta, hamani corporis machi- 
nam, ejuſque infinitos artus & membra, quae ma- 
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ublic welfare from that buſineſs, which allows them 
neither Leiſure by Day, nor Reſt by Night, to Studies al- 
together trifling and uſeleſs for any Purpoſe of Life; And 
that the Profeſſors of Humanity, as they call themſelves, = 
who would interrupt Men of ſuch Buſineſs with the idle | 1 
Entertainments of their Sect, deſerve very ill, not of them 5 
only, but of the whole World. Can you, O Prieſts of - | 
ſculapius and the Goddeſs of Health, who have ſcarce i 
Time to eat or ſleep, be at leiſure to caſt your Eyes upon Ti, 
the Toys of the Grammarians, to bend your Thoughts up- 5 
on childiſh Diſputes about Words, and the meſt inſignifi- 1% 
cant Trifles ? I know that many urge the Greek Proverb, * 
which ſays, F there were no Phyſicians, Grammarians would 
be the ſillieſt Fellows in the World, But, if there's any Wit 
or Truth in that Saying, I am of Opinion it is applicable 
to thoſe Phyſicians only, who ſhew any Learning but 
what belongs to their Profeſſion: And I readily agree that 
WH nothing is more filly than a Phyſician who is skill'd in 
dhe Languages, who aims to be thought Eloquent, who 
ss curious in Hiſtory, and debauch'd with the Pleaſures ot 
Poetry. For whoever acknowledges that Reaſon and Ex- 
bperience are the two infallible Principles or Fundamentals 
of this Art, which have been founded ever ſince Hippocra- 
es his Time, can't deny but he muſt. be a very filly Phy- 1 
ſieian, who ſpends any part of his Time in the purſuit of 197 
Human Learning. What, I pray, could the Study of thoſe Arts, 1 
which have nothing to do with Reaſon, contribute to the cul- 1 
tirating and poliſning of Reaſon; ſince we admire an incre- i 
dible Cunning, which is bred in the Minds of thoſe that N 
are deaf and dumb? What will a confus'd and imperfect . 
Knowledge of Languages ſignifie towards gaining Expe- | 
rence, ſince we daily ſee the moſt illiterate Fellows are 
commonly reckon'd the beſt Phyſicians, and by a long 
Experience in Medicine eſtabliſh themſelves a Reputation 
and Fortune that many would be glad of? Will the muſty 
Monuments of Antiquity bring us acquainted with the 5 
Make of a human Body and its ſeveral Joynts and 3 0 
Which | 
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un tractare, oculis ſerutari deber medicut, pernoſ- 
cenda dabaut ? an tmproba & wehemens librorum 
Lali, ſi & experientias, quae ipſo gere & exer- 


citatione coufirmatur, copias miniſtrabit? An pere- 


grini ſermonis ubertas morborum conſeguentia prin. 
eipia & caufſas, earumque progreſſus docebit? an 
bac omuia non potins memoriam, fideliſſimum illud 
omuium artium adjumentum, iufirmabunt? Si enim 
Meditinige cultor per omuem vitae curſum nibil a. 
geret, ii morborum, vitiorum, ſeminum, berha- 


rum, rudirum, motallorum, medicamiuum, potio- 


rum, & iuſiuitae ſupellectilit, quibus tabernae & 
— ar mantur, err _— 2 ceuteſimam 

um pariem dix en haurire peſſe couſtaret. Cui. 
ergo, 570 moleſius paedagogus, flagitaret, wk 
aum jam & conſtipatum illum tbeſaurum im- 
menſo omni um linguarum & vocabulorum ponders 
magis magiſyue oneraret ? Quis congerere codem re- 
liquias veterum populorum, regum & ducum res 
Leſtas, opera belli & pacis, leges, mores & iuſtituta, 
facras, civiles & militares antiquitates juberet, 
uift qui eccidere conſervatores generis humani vel- 
tet? fi quid vacui in tam ſaxi cerebri bominibas re- 
maneat, magna ſatis quotidie novarum peſtium 5 
remedierum multitudo emergit, quorum” omuium ap- 
pellationes qui in ore & mundo habere poteſt, nae 
ele ipſum Stmoniden memoriae divitiis provocare po- 
tet. Eloquentiae magiſtro'fe formaudos traderent 
Medici, qui mutas & eliugues per omuem aetatem 
fe artes exercere profitentur * quorum mentibus ve: 
riſimum illud ex Apollinis tripode reſponſum ſem- 


per obverſatur, uon verbis, ſed manu, uon fermone, 


Jed opere morbos ſauari. Quam invidenaa vobis, il. 


inftres Phoebea arte viri, dignitas comtingit ? quan 
longe oratoribus, & ceteris eruditorum ordinibus 
autecellitis? His nulla auctoritas, nullum pondus, 
| 7 & | | 1101 
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which a Phyſician ought to handle and inſpect? Will a 


ſtrict and mighty Reading of Books lend any Aſſiſtance to 


Uſe and Experience, which are form'd upon Exerciſe and 
Practice only? Will plenty of ſtrange Languages teach 
one the Cauſes, Sypmtoms and Conſequences of Diteaies ? Or 
will not all theſe things rather weaken the Memory, that: 
Faithful Aſſiſtant of all Arts? For, if one that profeſſes 
Phylic, ſhould do nothing elſe thro? the whole courſe of 
his Life, but learn the Names of Diſeaſes, Infirmities, 
Seeds, Herbs, Roots, Metals, Medicaments, Potions, and 
an infinite Number of more ſuch Stuff, with which the 
Pruggiſt's and Apothecary's Shops are furniſh'd, it is cer- 
tain he wou d ſcarce be able to go thro' the hundredth Part 
of them. Who then, but an impertinent Pedant would 
go to add to this vaſt Store, and ftill load it with the im- 
menſe Weight of Words and Languages? Who, that had 
not a mind to kill the Saviours of Mankind, wou'd put 
them upon digeſting and comparing the Remains of the 
Ancients, the Tranſactions of Kings and Commanders, 
the Buſineſs of Peace and War, Laws, Manners and In- 
ſtitutions, Antiquities ſacred, civil, and military? If there 
can be any empty Place in ſuch ſound Heads, there are 
new Diftempers, and as many new Remedies that ariſe 
daily to fill it; the Names of all which, whoever is able 
to repeat or produce any how, may be able to challenge 
the famous Memory- Maſter. Should the Phyſicians put 
themſelves into the Hands of Matters of Eloquence ? they 
"who have always profeſs'd to exerciſe dumb and ſilent 


Arts; Who always keep in Mind that moſt true Anſwer 


from - Apollo's Tripod, that Diſtempers are to be heal'd, 


not with Words but Hands, not by Diſcourſe but Practice. 


Illuſtrious Sons of Phœbus, what a defirable Dignity do 


pe enjoy? How vaſtly do you excel the Orators, and in- 


deed all other Ranks of Learned Men? They can gain 
no Authority, no Weight without a long Preamble and 
H 5 Pomp 
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niſi quod magno verborum ambitu & pompa conci- 


liant . wobis fine ſermone, etiam antequam loq ui 


inc ipiatic, fides habetur. Ubi vero os . uon 
Homines verba fundere, ſed praeſentes Deos oracula 
edere, omnes nobis perſuademus. Mercurium, fa- 
cundum Atlantis nepotem, eloquentiae parentem 
conditorem, quem primum voce homines formaſſe 


Poe tae jadtant, vobis ſolis, etiam fine linguarum 


ſacriſicio, propitiare datur. Caduceum, inane illud 
& ineſficaa blaudae & fallacis orationis argumen- 
tum, algeutibus oratoribus porrigit; vobis, ingenti- 
am divitiarum ſponſor, extenſa manu & inclinato 
corpore gravem nummis crumenam jactat & oſten- 
tat. Vafram Deorum & hominum interpretem, 
aureos montes myſtis ſuis pollicentem, vos, Herme- 
ticorum arcanorum antiſtiter, veneremini. Huic 
in triviis, quae pererratis, huic ad jauuas & tha- 
lamos, ex quadrato marmore ſtatuas erigite. Huic 
Deo arae perpetnis ignibus colluceſcant, votis & 
precibus nuncupatis; ut artes, flrophas, & honeſta 
furta, ingenii & ſollertiae certiſſima documenta, 
fine invidiae aut calumniae meta fortunare velit, 
Minervam, non bellatricem, aut haſta & Aegide 
terribilem, non lucubrantibus iufauſtum noctuæ 
comitatu omen, ſed Cecropiam, Medicam TY Hy- 
gieam, quae, projedto ſcuto, depoſita cuſpide, ab- 
legato bubone, Aeſculapii inſignibus decorats, 

ſerpentis ſibilis blauda & indulgens, nihil agenti- 
bus, immo dormientibus remedia monſtrat, adora- 
te. Mendicantes Maſas, & anili virginitate, quia 
dotem & maritos reperire non potuerunt, deſpicatiſ- 
ſimas puecllas, ut peſtes, vitate; & ipſum Poetae ti- 


tulum cane pejus & angue odio habete, ne imperitum 


valgus magicis carminibus Daemuma, corpus huma- 
num iuſeſtantia, expellere was calumnietur. Sonora 
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Pomp of Words; You have a Regard paid you without 
any Diſcourſe, even before you begin to ſpeak, But 


when you open your Mouths, we don't look upon you as 


Men ſpeaking, but as Gods declaring Oracles. You have 
the Priviledge of making' propitious, even without the 
Sacrifice of the Tongue, Mercury the well-ſpoken Grand- 
ſon of Atlas, the Patron and Founder of Eloquence, 
whom the Poets celebrate as the Author of Speech in Men. 
To the poor Orators he extends his Caduceus, that empty 
inſignificant Symbol of falſe flattering Words: To you, 
as an Aſſurer of mighty Riches, with a low Bow. and a 


Hand gracefully reach'd out, he preſents a large Purſe of 


Guineas. Let us all therefore Worſhip this crafty Inter- 
preter of Gods and Men, who promiſes ſuch Mountains 
of Gold to his Votaries, and You his Prieſts the Keepers 
of the Hermetic Myſteries. To him, erect Statues of Mar- 
ble in the Streets where you paſs along, and at the Doors 
and Chambers where you vifit. To this God let your Al- 
tars blaze with perpetual Fires, and let your Vows and 
Prayers be preferr'd, that keeping you from Fear of Envy 
or Calumny, he would be ſo good as to proſper your 
Arts, Tricks, and honeſt Rogueries, thoſe manifeſt Indica- 
tions of Ingenuity and Cunning. Adore the Goddeſs Mi- 


zerua, not dreadful in her warlike Accoutrements of Spear 


and Shield, nor ominous with the Bird of Night brooding 
o'er her Helmet, but in her civil Capacity, as ſhe is the 
Patroneſs of Phyſic and Health, who quitting her Shield, 
laying aſide her Spear, diſmiſſing her Owl, dreſs'd in the 
Livery of AÆſculapius, and kind and affable, with her 
Snakes gently hiſſing, is always ready to furniſh you with 
Remedies, tho' you are idle in the mean time, or even 
tho' youſleep. ' Avoid the beggarly Muſes, thoſe contemptible 


Wenches that have liv'd to be old Maids, and indeed never 


had Fortunes conſiderable enough to purchaſe Husbands, 
as you would the Plague: and hate the Name of Poet as 
you hate a Toad ; 2 the ignorant People ſhould think 
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& mnumeroſa harmonia & eoncentu ſe homiunm 
mentes faſc iuare Poetae ſtultis perſuadeant; vos 
chori Clinici quotidianam mijerorum auribas canti- 
lenam inſuſurrate, Juae certi ſſima ſalutis ſpe facta, 
ex tenaciſſima Eucliouis arca nummos excantet. 
Seceſſus & ſola loca, in quae, ut iuſaniam atra bile 
commoti Poetae angeant, & miſerias montibus & 
Hlæis tenera & delicata querela narreut & deplo- 
rent, ſe abdere ſoleut, eſfugite. Muſeum, in quo, 
ut claudi ſutores, totos dies ſterilium artium cultores 
deſident, araneis & muſcis incolendum relinquite. 
1 Coetus mulierum, conventus hominum celebrate, 
wi per urbem concarſando, vias eaſdem iterando, aegro- 
rorum cubilia perambu laudo, non linguae aut oris, 
fed manuum & pedum miuiſterio famam & nobilita- 

; tem in ultimas orbis partes propagate. 

Finem dicendi jam facore ſine ulla reprehenſione 
liceret, & ultimam eruditi chort claſſem filentio 
praeterire. Praeterquam enim quod multa jam aliis 
dicta in ſuam canſſam interpretari poſſint, quid apud 
ſapientiae Profeſſores, qui ſua ſe virtute involvunt, 
E mihil extra ſe quaerunt, oratio mea efficere po- 

3H #1 zerit, quod non ipſi & ſua ſponte efficere conſueve- 
{3.48 runt? Nobili artium faſtidio, abſolutiſſimi naturae 
147 egnterpretes, & omnis literatarae contemtione humi- 
litatem, ad quam praeter meritum, ut capite cenſi, 
detruſi eſtis, compenſate. Pythagorae, cujus dicta 
Pythiis reſponſis erant veraciora, veſtigia premite ; 
qui rogatus, qua maxime arte confideret, nullam ſe 
ſeire reſpondit, ſed eſſe Philoſophum. Et licet num- 
guam panpertatem e xpugnare, & detrita pallia 
purpuratis veſtibus mutare potueritis, titulo tamen 
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you uſe Charms to conjure the Devil out of your ſick 


Patients Bodies, Let the Poets make Fools believe that 


they enchant the Mind with Harmony and the Power of 
Numbers, You Chamber-Choriſters warble a conſtant Dit- 
ty in the Ears of your poor Patients, which by inſpiring 
them with ſure and certain Hopes of Health, may ſhake 


Money out of the Coffer, even of the moſt cloſe-fiſted. - 


Hunks, Fly thoſe Retirements and ſolitary Places where. 
Poets uſe to conceal themielves when they brood o'er their 
ſplenetic Melancholy, and in ſoft gentle Complaints utter 
their Diſtreſs to the Woods and Mountains. As for the. 
Muſeum, in vrhich thoſe that cultivate unprofitable Sci- 
ences {it whole Days together like lame Coblers in a 
Stall, leave it to the Poſſeſſion of Flies and Spiders. Fre- 
quent the Viſits of Women, and the Clubs of Men; and 
ſpread your Glory and Reputation to the utmoſt Parts of 
the Earth, not by the Merit of your Diſcourſe or Conver- 
ſation, but the Aſſiduity of your Hands and Feet; by 
trotting all over the Town, by plodding the ſame Streets. 
over and over, and walking from Bed to Bed. | 

I might now very decently conclude, and paſs in Si- 
lence the laſt Claſs of the Learned. For, beſides that ma- 
ny Things already {aid may be interpreted in their favour, 
what can my ſpeaking do with the Profeſſors of Wiſdom, 


who wrap themſelyes up in their own Virtue, and deſire 


nothing from without, other than what they have habitu- 
ally and of their own accord accuſtom'd themſelves to? 
Ye moſt abſolute Interpreters of Nature, make up for 
that Humility to which you are undeſervedly degraded, by 
a noble Diſdain of Arts, and a general Contempt of Lear- 
ning. Tread in the Steps of Pythagoras, whoſe Sayings 
were truer than the Pythian Oracles, who being ask'd 
what Art he moſt relied on, anſwer'd that He underſtood 
none, but was a Philoſopher, And tho' you have never 
been able to ſhake off Poverty, and to change your thred- 


bare Coats for Robes of Purple, yet value your ſelves, and 
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& magnifica 3 quaſi unici ſapientiae & 


dirtutis ſtudioſi, ſupra omnes capita extollite. In- 
videant & ſubduc ant vobis auditores omnium diſci- 
Plinarum Profeſſores; invadant licet in poſſeſſione: 
veſtras primorum ordinum ductores, & perplexas 
de Deo & Meute noſtra diſputationes, colorato ad 
doctrinam ſuamtitulo adgregent, & ad religionis 
fecuritatem ſubtilius & certius ſe enodare 6 
jactent. Veram ſe, non ſimulatam, Philsſophian 
profiteri glorientur Furis pradentes. Rerum cauſſas 
& principia ſe non ex confictis origiuibus, ſed ipſo 
opere & uſu cognoſcere & perſpicere Medici men- 
tiantur. Irrideant vos & per ora hominum tradu- 
cant dicacis eloqueutiae inſtitores, & Poeticae ur- 
banitatis ſcurrae. Vos domi vobis plaudite & ex- 
Jultate, quod illa, quam profitemini, diſciplina, ſit 


omnium artium parens & procreatrix. Ingratas 


 & z2nofficroſas filias, quae origine ſua erubeſcunt, 


abdicate, & ommi ſapientiae hereditate in aeternum 
private. Memores aurei dicti, qui beatam vult vi- 
tam vivere, philoſophetur, adventitias & auxilia- 
res literarum copias, ab iuſtructiſſimis horreis re- 
movete. Autiquas ſcilicet Grammaticas vobis lin- 
guas commenaarem? qui quotidie novas vobis forma 
tis, & nauſeam delicits veſtris nobis moventes, ſer- 
monem excaditis, quem neque Eraecum, neque Ro- 
manum, ſed ex utroque mixtum, vernaculum & 
domi natum quis dicat, & qui tamen terrarum 
orbe m implevit. Ex foeteutis Eunii ſterculiuio, ex 
olida Pacuvii fimeto, vos, rerum non fabularum 
auctores, aurum colligere juberem ? qui ex ſpleudi- 
diſſimis Platouis & Ariſtotelis gazis lucidiſſimas 
gemmas depromitis, quaram luce & ſplendore omnes 
mentis tenebrae des Ad Rhetoram vol 
feholas ablegarem ? qui quotidie vabis apparere om- 
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exalt your Heads above the reſt of the World, upon your 
Title of being Lovers of Wiſdom and Virtue. Let the 
Profeſſors of all other Sciences enyy you, and ſteal away 
your Scholars; Let the Divines, the Commanders of the 
Vanguard, invade your Territories, and by, chiming them 
as Part of their Doctrine, carry off thoſe perplex'd Que- 
ſtions concerning God and the Soul, and pretend that no 
body can ſo finely and certainly unravel thoſe Points as 
themſelves. Let the Lawyers boaſt that what they profeſs 
is a real, not a pretended Philoſophy. Let the Phyſicians 


fancy that they ſee into, and know the Cauſes and Prin- 


ciples of Things, not from ſtrain'd Hypotheſes, but from 
Ule and Experiment. Let the Dealers in noiſy Eloquence, 
and the Buffoon Poets, ridicule and make a Jeſt of You 


thro' the World: Yet hug your ſelves and rejoice at home, 
in that the Science which you profeſs is the Parent and Pro- 
genitor of all others. Turn the ungrateful and undutiful Sluts 


your Daughters, who are thus aſham'd of their Family, out 
of Doors, and for ever diſinherit them from all Right and 
Title to Wiſdom. Remembring that golden Saying, Let 
Him that would live happily be a Philoſopher, allow no 


Room in your well-fill'd Granaries for auxiliary foreign Stores 


of Learning. For ſhould I, in the Perſon of a Gramma- 
rian, recommend to you the ancient Languages ? Your, 
who daily frame your ſelves new ones, and giving us a 
Surfeit of your Delicacies, hammer out a Way of f peak- 


ing which one can't ſay is either Greek or Latin, but mint 
up of both, born and bred here at Home, and yet in uſe 


all the World over. Should I ſet You, who are Authors 


of Things and not Fables, upon picking Gold out of the 


Dunghil of fuſty Ennius, and the ſtinking Compoſt of 
Pacuvius ? You, who cull the brighteſt Gems from the 
rich Cabinets of Plato and Arifioile, whoſe ſparkling Lu- 
fire diſpels all the Darkneſs of the Mind. Should J ſend 
You to the Schools of the Rhetoricians ? when I know 


you are ſo intimately acquainted with Logic, who is Door- 
keepe? 
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nium artium, & ſanctae in primis Eloquentiae 
janitricem, Logicam video, quae omues aditus ad 
inveuiendi, partiendi, & diſputandi facilitatem re- 
cludit; & magica quadam SG pueros, paullo 
ante elingues, de rebus, quas nondum intelligunt, 
guoto eruditis ſermone premte garrire docet. Ad 


ornandi & amplificand: praecepta ego vos demitte- 


rem ? quibus divina illa diſceptandi magiſtra Dia- 
lectica, tot acumina, tot captiones, tot coune xas 
conjunctiones, tot laqueos, quibus mentes irretiun- 
tur, ſubminiſtrat e ad Cicerouis de Oratore & dicen- 
di arte dialogos, ad pompam magis & ſplendorem, 

am utilitatem nullo ordine & ratione effictos? ad 
2 S ſiuudſas Fabii inſtitutiones Oratorias vos 


abire juberem ? qui ex Cleanthis apotheca & Chry- 


ſipps lecythis fucos, & fallacia magis & colorata 
pigmenta profertis, HFliſtorias ab origine rerum, 
reguorum ordines, rerumpublicarum viciſſitudines 
wobis enarrarem? qui ante mare & terra, quid 
Factum fuerit, vel fieri potuerit, mente veſtra for- 
matis. Per orbem terrarum, ut quid agant ho- 
mines cognoſcatis, circumducerem? qui meutem & 
oculos in coelo defixos temetis, & alios inviſitatos && 
inauditos annalium conditeribus orbes, montibas, 


fulvis, fuviis, urbibas, & incolis inſtructos, digito 


demonſtratis. Ad inſantentis & otioſi _ 05 


lectamentum Poeticen fi jam abducere vellem, nul- 
la ratione pofſem: ita enim omnem fingendi & 
praeter veri ſpeciem nova excogitandi Um con- 
Jumſiſtis, ut materies carmini fabricaudo deeſſet. 
Tantam quoque & tam illuſtrem ex commentitiis 
rerum cauſſis famam reportaſtis, ut vel unius ſectae 
Philoſophicae auctor omnes omnium ſeculorum Poe- 
zZas & fabularum architectos obſcuret. Stultis & 
populo perſuadeant vaticinautes Poetae, ſe 
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keeper to all Arts, and eſpecially holy Eloquence, and opens 
all the Paſſages to an eaſie Method of inventing, dividing 
and diſputing : by a magical Power teaching Boys, who 
cou'd ſcarce ſpeak before, to prate and chatter very readi- 
ly, in a Language perfectly unknown to Men of Letters. 
Should I diſpatch you to the Rules of Embellifhment and 
Amplification. ? You, whom that divine Miſtreſs: of Dit- 
courſe, Dialectie, furniſhes with ſo many Points and 
Quibbles, ſo many Conjunction Copulatives, and ſo many 
Gins to inſnare and catch the Mind withal. Should I bid 
you go to Cicero's Diſcourſes upon Oratory, and the Art of 
ſpeaking, made without any reaſonable Deſign or Order, 
more for Pomp and Shew than any real Profit? or to the 
ſceptical and intricate Inſtitutions of Fabius upon that Sub- 
ject? You, who produce a Varniſh and: Colouring much 
more artificial from the Stores of Cleanthes, and the Gally- 
pots of Chryſippus. Should I give you an Account of Hi- 
ſtory from the beginning, of the Succeſſions of King- 
doms, and Revolutions of Commonwealths ? You, who 
form in your own Minds what was or might have been 
done, even before the Earth and the Sea were made. 
Should I carry You round about the World to inform your 
ſelves. what People are doing? You, who are ever keeping 
your Eyes fix d upon the Heavens, and can point out other 
Worlds unknown to and unheard of by our Writers of 
Annals, furniſh'd with Mountains, Woods, Rivers, Cities 
and Inhabitants. If I ſhould attempt to carry you off to 
Poetry, that favourite Delight of idle good-for-nothing 
Wit, I could never compaſs. my Deſign: for you have 
already ſo waſted. all your Fund of Improbability and In- 
vention, that you would have no Materials left to furniſh 
out a Poem. And You have already gain'd ſo great and 
glorious a Reputation from your fictitious Cauſes of Things, 
that the Author of one Philoſophical Sect would eclipſe 
all the Poets and Inventors of Fables, that ever were in 
the World, Let the canting rhiming Crew make Fools 
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Furore & aetherio ſpiritu adflari; unmſquiſſue Ve. 
ſtrum ſe Sapientem itlum, ſola mentis Cogitatione 
formatum, Deo aequalem eſſe venditet, & muxiver- | 
ſam Philoſophantiam chorum Deo, rerum opifici, ; 
conſiliarium & adjutorem adſidere jure glorietur. t 
Hanc aniverſi machinam vos conftruxiſtis & fabri- 
caſtis ; ſemina & ortus rerum, veſtra manu Jacks, 0 
157 a Principia coeli, terrae, & maris po- 
Juiſtis, & illo, qus conſpicimus, ordine conſervatic. 
Denique, quod nulli eruditorum ordini contigit, licet 
fſapientiae adverſarii & detrectatores calumuientur, 5 
 #ihil adhac eſſe repertum, in quo induſtria futuri 
ſeculi acquieſsat, aut innitatar, nibil tam abſurdum 
eſſe, quod non ab aliquo Philoſophorum fit dictum, 
nullus tamen inter di ſciplinae veſtrae conditores 2 
pl Priucipes extitit, qui non ſectatores innumeros in- 
4 1 wenerit, & 1 nomen ſuum impoſuerit. 
| ucamini ergo acriter, ſapientes, locum, & in 
LE gradu conſtauter ſtate. Si antiqua dogmata & ſci- 


— — 


[- 4 ta tempore exoleſcere, & à recentioribus aboleri vi- 
4 deatis, noda & inaudita ab mtegro comminuiſca- 
| A mini. Pernicioſam modo literatorum ſocietatem 
þ 7 


vitate, &, ſi ad ſummas & curules eruditorum 
ſellas, quae vobis debentur, adſpirare non permitta- 
tur, ex illo certe, in quem olim fine ullo faſtu ir- 
repſiſtis, artium liberalium ordine, ne peſtis in 
hirſuta pectora ſerpat, ommis elegantiae & politioris 
doctrinae magiſtros deturbate. 

Sed concludendam eſſe orationem, & fatigata | 
tam longo ſermone patientia veſtra, A. mhil ſu- du 
pereſſe Video, niſi ut breviſ ma peroratione juven- | pret 
zntis animos, collectis & in unum contractis argu- be 

mentis 3 
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and people of vulgar Apprehenſions believe that they are 
inſpir'd, and filbd with a Blaſt of divine Fury: every one 


of you may make no ſcruple of averring, that He is that 
wiſe Perſon as to be made up wholly of Thought, and of 


the fame Stamp with God; and may juſtly boaſt that the 


whole Fraternity of Philoſophers fits in Privy-Council with 
God the Maker of all Things, adviſing and aſſiſting him. 
"Tis You that have contriv'd and faſhion'd this Frame of 
the Univerſe ; *tis your Hands that have ſow'd the Seeds, 


and produc'd the Increaſe of all Things; You have laid 


the Foundations of the Heavens, Earth and Seas, and pre- 
ſerve them in that Order which we behold. Laſtly, not- 
withſtanding the Enemies and Detractors of Wiſdom ma- 
liciouſly give out, that nothing has been found out yet 


which the Induſtry of the next Age will reſt fatisfied in; 


that there is nothing ſo abſurd but has been ſaid by ſome 
Philoſopher or other ; yet, tho' it has never happen'd to 
any other Claſs of the Learned, there never was any Foun- 
der or Head of a Sect among You that did not find an 
innumerable many Followers, and made the Family be 
call'd after his own Name. Therefore, ye wiſe Men, 
bravely keep your Poſt, and inſiſt upon your Rank. If 
you find the old Hypotheſes grow ſtale, and put out of 
Countenance by the Modern, begin again and invent more. 
Only avoid the ill Company of the Men of Letters; and 


if you are not permitted according to your Deſerts to 


mount and poſſeſs the uppermoſt Seats of the Learned, 
be ſure to turn out from that Claſs of the liberal Arts 
which you have humbly admitted your ſelves into, all the 
Maſters of Elegance and polite Literature, leſt they ſnould 
happen to infect your rugged Breaſts with their contagious 
Diſtemper. 


But I ſee, Gentlemen, that it is time for me to con- 


clude my Diſcourſe; and your Patience being by this 
pretty well tir'd, there remains nothing more for me 
to do, but to ſum up my Arguments by way of Infe- 
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mentit, ne peſtilenti illo fidere ſe adflari ſinerent, 
admonerem & 'exhortarer. Sed fi Doctoribus 
plane perſuaſero, inutiles & calamitoſas gravioribus 
diſciplinis noſtras eſſe iteras, quis invalidas jam di- 
cexdo wires in turbam diſcipulorum vebementins ex- 


citaudam, me exhaurire ſuaderet? Ut armenia 


paſtoribus, qui illis imperant, ita vos, o dociles & 
cerei animi, praeceptoribus obtemperare novi. Si 
tamen rari inter vos, in verba magiſtrorum jurare 


non ſoliti, reperiantur, nullus metuo, ne hac in 


parte ab eorum dictatis diſcedentes, mihi adverſe- 
mini. Si tamen rationes meae & argumenta nibil 
efficere, nec ipſa artium noſtrarum wvilitas & dam- 
#0ſa contagio vos ab earumcultu deterrere poterunt, 
Spectate, quaeſo, ad praemia & honores, illiteratis 
& hamamorum artium contemtoribus poſita & per- 
ſoluta. Haec ut conſequamini, auctor & impulſor 
wobrs eiſto, ut hunc per Academias, non dicam 
curſum, ſed volatum magis magiſque corripiatis; 
er praeteritis Sirenum ſcopulis & iuſidiis, blanats 


Literatorum & Poctarum cantibus aures obſtrua- 


ti: & praevecti vada & brevia, quae latiſſimus 
Hiſtor:carum & Antiquitatum poutus occultat, ad 
portum illum, omuis Lara & 1nduſtriae finem & 
requiem, Doctoris titulum, remis & velis feſtine- 
tis. Tunc non modo negligere omnem antiqui ſer- 
monis curam, variae erudlitionis ex memoria 
veſtigia, ſi qua ſuperſunt, delere, ſed ipſius etiam 
dodriuae, cujus mſignibus decorati eſtis, obliviſci 
vacabit. Ne tamen nihil egiſſe vos in Acudemiis, 
& pecuniam doctrinae auctoribus & inſtrumentis 
deſtinatam, inutiliter profudiſſe parentes & amici 
vriminentur, ut periculum faciant in alea & ludi- 
eris, iu calido & vino potando, in N 
- 46; | oc ur- 
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| ference; and leave them upon the Minds of our Youth as a 
Preſervative againſt their being infected with this peſtilen- 


tial Blaſt. Now if I ſhall have thoroughly perſuaded the Do- 
; ors, that the Learning I have ſo long been unhappily en- 


gag d in, is uſeleſs and hurtful to Studies of a more grave 


and welghry Nature, who would adviſe me to fatigue my 
exhauſted Spirits in a needleſs Diſſuaſive to the younger 
Fry? Your ſoft pliable Tempers, I know, are ductile and 
obedient; yielding to the Influence of your Preceptors, as 
Flocks obſerve the Voice of the Shepherd. Bur if there 
xe ſome few among you who are not {worn to their 


Meaſures, I am in no fear that your differing from them 


upon this Account may be the Occaſion of your oppoſing 

me. But if my Reaſons and Arguments-are of no "IN 
nor the Vileneſs and contagious Nature of my Studies 
ſufficient to diſcourage you from the Purſuit of them, 
look I beſeech you to the Rewards and Honours which 


are propos'd to, and often attain'd by, the illiterate, and - 


thoſe that deſpiſe human Learning. I am the Man that 
will put you in the Way how to obtain theſe; and ſpur 
you on more and more, I wont fay to run your Courſe, 
but to take your Flight to this Purpoſe thro' the Univerſi- 
ties; that eſcaping the Rocks and Snares of the Sirens, you 
may ſtop your Ears at the flattering Songs of the Poets 
and Literatt: and skipping over the Shallows and Quick- 
ſands which are hid under the wide Sea of Hiſtory and 
Antiquity, you may make all poſſible fail to that Port, 


which is the End and Reſt from all your Labours; I mean 


the Title of Doctor. Then you will be at leiſure, not on- 
Iy to neglect all Regard for the ancient Tongues, and blot 
out of your Memories all Traces of various Erudition, but 
even to forget that particular Science in which you are 
Graduates, But leſt your Parents and Friends ſhould find Fault 


that you have done nothing at the Univerſity, and ſpent - 


the Mony idly which was allotted for your Tutors and 
* them but to try _ at Cards and Dice, at 
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vocturnis, & graſſationibus, in ſaltatione & conciund 
membrorum motu, in veſtium & capillamenti 
decora compoſitione, rogate : & ſollertes vos prae- 
" flabe. His artibus & dotibus, quas ad hiſtrionum 
& ariificum, uon Profeſſorum dictata exhibebitis, 
admirationem popularium excitate, qui immundes 
mucoſos pueros, tam nitidos & elegantes Docto- 


res in patriam ex Academia remeaſſe, gratulaban- 


tur. Civium non tantum, ſed illuſtrium & prin- 
cipum virorum gratiam & favorem contemnendo 
faſtidiendo priſcas linguas, & ſcholaſticam db- 
Frinam infamando, conciliate. Honores magi. 
ſtratus ſtrenue ambite, & ad eos viam, diſſimulata 
Latinae linguae intelligentia, facilitate & nitore 
linguae Vernaculae, & ante omnia Francicae venu- 
ate & lepore munite. Ad hanc toto pectore 1n- 
cumbite: in hauc non modo remotiſſimae antiqui- 
ratis monumenta trantfuſa, & fidehſſime conſig. 
nata, ſed omnium artium & ſcientiarum myſteria 
fe in Francorum mentes & volumina inſinuaſſe per- 
ſuaſum habete. Hinc ubi uberem & perennem col- 
Joquiorum in circalss & conviviis materiam para- 
veritis, temporis in Latina lingua addiſcenda collo- 
cati jacturam, lacrimis numquam mareſcentibus 
& aeterna querela deflebitis. Monumenta Graeca, 
Latina opera, ab hirſutis & incomtis parentibus 
olim eſfuſa, averſemini; ſed eadem, nunc elegan- 
tia & cara znterpolatorum nitidiori, & moribus 
ſeeuloque cultiſſimo magis congruenti amictu, com- 
mendata, ſumma cum admiratione verſate. Pa- 


trios annales & aviti temporis Hiſtorias, olim af 


Neurſiis, Grotiis, Voſſis, & neſcio quibus, ſub 


craſſo 
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the Coffee - houſe or the Tavern, at nightly Clubs, and ranting 
up and down the Streets, at dancing and walking priggiſh- 
ly, at adjuſting your Dreſs and Periwigs; and I will an- 
ſwer for your being well qualified. By ſuch Arts and Ac- 
compliſhments as theſe, in which you ſhall make your 
ſelves perfect, not from the Rules of the Profeſſors, but 
of Players, Taylors and other Artificers, raiſe the Admiration 
of your Neighbours at home, who will congratulate you 
for returning from the Univerſity ſuch nice {leek Doctore, 
when you went ſuch dirty ſniveling Boys. Win the favour 
and efteem, not only of People of your own Rank, but 
of Perfons of the firſt Quality and Condition, by ſcorning 

d deſpiſing the ancient Tongues, and railing at School- 
33 Make a ſtrong Intereſt for Honours ar.] Pre- 
ferments, and pave your ſelves the Way to them by ſhewin 
your Ignorance of the Latin Tongue, your Skill in the 
Beauties of your own, and eſpecially of the pretty, courtly, 
apreeable French, Appiy your ſelves to this with all your 
Might; and be perſuaded that not only the Monuments of 
the greateſt Antiquity are tranſlated and faithfully done in- 
to it; but that the Myſteries of all Arts and Sciences have 


4 inſinuated themſelves into the Books and Underſtandings of 
5 the French. And when you have furniſh'd your ſelves 


from hence with a copious laſting tore of Tattle for Aſ- 
i= embles and Circles of the Fair, you will with ever- flowing 
a” Tears and ceaſeleſs Complaints, bewail the loſs of Time 
lo MW which you have beſtow'd upon learning Latin. Have 
4s the utmoſt Averſion for thoſe Greek and Latin Books which 
. bvoere formerly thumb'd over by our rugged Forefathers; 
„but have the higheſt Veneration for the ſame Authors 
vampt up with a new and elegant Paraphraſe and recom- 
mended in a Dreſs much more agreeable to the Mode and 
the polite Taſte of the preſent Age. As for the Annals of your 
Country and the Hiſtory of former Times, treacherouſly im- 
parted to Foreigners in a pedantic Latin Style by the Meur- 
ſu, Grotu, Vogi, and the Lord knows how many ſervile 
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eraſſo Batavorum coelo natis, ineptis & ſetvilibus 


tatem & ſuavitatem, tam illuſtrem celebritatem, 


veterum imitatoribus, barbaro ſermone in peregri- 
aorum uſum proditas, ad tabernas, ubi ſalſamenta 
¶ aleces venduntar, projicite. A politis & comtis 
Veneris & Cupidinis nepotibus, qui inſigni mentis 
ſubtilitate & ingenii felicitate omnibus Europae 
nationibus antecellunt, non modo naenias amatorias, 
Y fabulas Mileſias, matronarum & virginum no- 
ſtratium etiam ſuaviſſima oblectamenta, avide ac- 
cipite; ſed reipublicae noſtrae formam, leges, in- 
flituta, & fata, non a condudtis modo librariorum 
oo properata, fed a publica largitate auctoratis 
Declamatoribas, peregrina quidem, ſed apud hone- 
ſtos jam per vulgata lingua, elaborata perluſtrate. 
Admiremini mecum, nihil his inquilinis coel: noſtri 
ftuporem & Frigus, nibil paludum noſtrarum nebu- 
loſas exhalationes, ex ingenerata alacritate & vi- 


gore detraxiſſe, ſed faſtidioſos illos barbariae  hor- 


roris Graeci & Romani domitores, ita in mores no- 
ftros, licet a linguae incultae ſcabritie abhorreant, 
trauſiiſſe, ut ejurata adſeutatione regia, dicacitatis 
popalaris & ſatyricae licenttae tyrocinta, ſtupente 
rota Gallia, deponere nou 59 His delica- 


tae pronuntiationis arbitris, qui in expoliendo agre- 
ſti Batavorum ore tautum laborts, & ſudoris im- 


pendunt, hauc ſaltem gratiam referte, ut ne hor- 


rendo Belgicarum vocum ſono & inamabili ſtridore 
aàures tam teneras radatiis, Exoleti ſermonts 1at- 
micis, & doctarum linguarum everſoribus plenam 


fidem habete, Romanam, perdiſceudi diffcultate & 
moleſtia odioſam, dudum ab elegantioribus viris ne- 


glectam & contemptam adſeverantibus; eamque, 
ut exiguam & vile m ſcholaſticae eruditionis porti- 


unculam, ad paucos paedagogos, triſtes & moroſos, 
efſe relegatam. Francicae vero tantam eſſe facili- 
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poor Imitators of the Ancients, born in the foggy Air of 
the Dutch, baniſh them to the Grocer's Shops to wrap up 
Penny-worths of Butter and Pickled-Herring. Learn from 
theſe fine finical Domeſtics of Venus and Cupid, who excel 
all the Nations of Europe in Wit and Politics, not only 
Chanſons de I Amour, and Romances, thoſe dear Delights 
of our Women and Girls, but take a View of the Form 
of our Republic, its Laws, Inſtitutions and Revolutions, 
not as they are haſtily patcht up by the mercenary Labours 
of thoſe that drudge for the Preſs, but claborately done by 
Writers authoriz'd with public Penſions, Hiſtoriographers 


Royal; indeed in a foreign Tongue; but ſuch as all Men 


of Breeding are very well acquainted with. Wonder with 
me that the Heavineſs and Cold of our Air, and the foggy 
Exhalations of our Marſhes have taken off nothing from the 


natural Chearfulneſs and Spritelineſs of theſe People while 


they live amongſt us; but theſe proud Scorners of the 
Greek and Roman Barbariſms, have ſo come over to our 
Cuſtoms, tho' they are mortal Enemies to our ſcurvy Lan- 
guage, that to the Amazement of all France, having ab- 
jur'd all cringing Compliances and Flatteries to their Mo- 
narch, they are not aſnam d to Jay aſide that. Talkativeneſs 
ſo peculiar to their Country, and the ſaucy Ars in which, 
from their Childhood, they have been nurs d up. Acknow- 
ledge yourſelves oblig d to theſe Judges of delicate Pronun- 
ciation, who have taken ſo much Pains in poliſhing the rough 
Tone of the HFollanders, at leaſt ſo far as never to grate 
ſuch render Ears with the horrid and diſagreeable Harſh- 
neſs of Dutch. Give all poſſible Belief to theſe Enemies of 
obſolete Learning and Oppoſers of the Ancient Tongues, 
when they aſſure you that Latin being become odious for 
the difficulty and trouble of learning it, has been long ſince 
neglected and deſpis'd by all the Beau Monde, and only 
ſubſiſts as a vile Portion of School Learning, among a few 
ſour moroſe Pædagogues. But that the French is ſo eaſy 
and pleafant and ſo much in vogue, that ſince it has — 6 
val 
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ut cum per omnium jam virorum coetus, per mu- 
liebria ſenacula pervaſerit, ſpem nou vauam novae 
eloquentiae architecti 1 illa non modo 
carias & fora, fed omnes Academiarum cathedras 
brevi perſonaturas : & ipſos Humanitatis antiqua- 
tae Profeſſores, niſi moribus ſeculi nitidiſſimis ob- 
ſequentes ruſticitatem ejurent, ad ludos literarios, 
in ultimo Septemirione & Moſcovia excitatos, brevs 
demigraturos. 85 
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vaibd ſo much among the Committees of Men and Aſſem- 
blies of Women, the Contrivers of this new Eloquence 
have no ſmall Hopes that it will obtain not only in the 
Courts of Juſtice, but even in the Chairs of the Univer- 
ſities: and that the Profeſſors of antiquated Humanity, un- 
leſs they throw off their Ruſticity and comply with the 
Politeneſs of the Times, ſhall ſhortly be detach'd into the 
furtheſt Parts of the North, to ſupply the Want of School- 
maſters in his Czariſh Majeſty's Dominions. 


T have done. 
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